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The Society seeks to attain its object by the following 
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TRANGE VISITORS.—A series of original 


papers, embracing Philosophy, Science, Government, 
Religion, Poetry, Art, Fiction, Satire, Humour, Narrative, and 
Prophecy, by the spirits of Irving, Willis, Thackeray, Byron, 
Bronté, Richter, Hawthorne, Wesley, Humboldt, Browning, 
and others. These wonderful articles were dictated through 
a Clairvoyant, while in a trance state, and are of the most 
intensely interesting and enthralling nature. Cloth, 6s. 
Colby and Rich, Boston, U.S, and Spiritualist newspaper 
branch office. 
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having now been in existence for upwards Of fifteen years. 
It has from the first taken a very high stand in the literature 
of the movement, having been contributed to by men of the 
greatest literary ability, and contained only such articles as 
were likely to have ® permanent interest. 
London: Smart and Allen, London-house-yard, Paternoster- 
row. 
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are discontinued, but Spiritualist friends are admitted as 
usual at those hours, Private consultations by arrangement, 
one guinea. Trance, clairvoyance, healing, development, &e, 
Established seven years. Residence, 15, Ainger-Torraca, King 
Henry’s-road, N.W. Close to Chalk Farm Station, 


R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL 

TRANCE SPEAKER, has returned to England, and 

is now prepared to receive calls as usual, to lecture in London 
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Applications should be made as far as possible in advance, 
MANAGER—MaBS. A. C, BURKE 


DR. SLADE. 


“THE SPIRITUALIST” OF Serr, 29ru CONTAINS 
ALL THE EVIDENCE ON BOTH SIDES, 
W ELE was given for and against Dr. Slade 
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the letters in the Times from Professor Lankester, ¥.R.S.; Dr. 
H. B. Donkin; Colonel Lane Fox, president of the Anthro- 
pological Institute; Dr. Carter Blake ; Mr. ©. C. Massey. 
barrister-at-law; Mr, J. A. Clarke; Mr, A. R. Wallace, 
ERGS,; Mr. A. Joy, Milnst.C.E.; Mr. G. O. Joad; Mr, Park 
Harrison; Mr. Serjeant Cox; Professor Barrett, and Dr, 
Siade.—2}d., post free. 

W. H. Harrison, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C. 


\ FEDIUMSHIP : TTS NATURE AND 


a) VARIRTIES.—A Pamphlet containing useful infor- 
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MEA Price 1d.; post free for 1}d.;.or six copies post tree 
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Mass, Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B, 
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, editor: aided by a 
large corps of able writers. Zhe Banner is a first-class, eight- 
paged family paper, containing forty columns of interesting 
and instructive reading, embracing a literary department, 
reports of spiritual] lectures, original essays—upon spiritual, 
philosophica) and scientific subjects; editorial department 
spirit-massage department; contributions by the most talented 
writers in the world, &c, &c. Terms of subscription, in 
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THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS 
FOR 1877. 


THe Annual National Conference of Spiritualists begun 
on Wednesday, last week, with a conversazione, held at 38, 
Great Russell-street, London, and in the course of the 
evening an address was delivered by the President of the 
Association. On the following day, Thursday, the reading 
of papers began at 3.30 p.m., and the evening meeting 
began at 8 o'clock; two other meetings were held last 
Friday, and on the evening of that day the Conference came 
to a close. As the proceedings went on, public ‘interest 
awakened more and more, until there were full attendances. 
Amongst the friends present were :— 

Mr. Alexander Calder, President of the National Association of 
Spiritualists; Mr. Morell Theobald; Mr. E. Dawson Rogers; Mr. M. 
J. Walhouse, ¥F.R.A.S.; Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, M.S.Tel.E.; Mr. 
H. Wedgwood, M.R.I.; Dr. Blunt; Mr. T. H. Hdmands; Mr. H. D. 
Jencken, M.R.I.; Miss E, Fitz-Gerald; Mrs. Maltby; Miss Maltby ; 
Dr. George Wyld; Mr, C. C. Massey; Mr. H, T. Humphreys; Mr. 
W. B. Mawson; Mr. E. Parkinson Ashton; Mrs. Makdougall Gregory ; 


Mr. Algernon Joy, M.Inst.C.E.; Mr. Benjamin Coleman; Mr. Alfred : 


H. Louis; Mrs. Lowe; Captain John James; Mr. R. Pearce ; the 
Rev, W. Miall; Mr. Thomas Shorter; Miss E. Shorter; Mr. and Mrs. 
J. J. Morse; Mrs. Limpus; Mr. A. B. Camm; Mr. G. R. Tapp ; 
Miss Caroline Burke; Mr. A. Glendinning; Mr. ©. E. Williams ; 
Mr. Thomas J. Barratt; Dr. Carter Blake; Mr. Henry Cook; Mr. I. 
Mayo; Mr. A. Vacher; Miss Barber; Miss A. M. Collingwood; Mr. 
and Mrs. Regan; Mr. Musgrave; Mrs. Langhorne Burton Burton ; 
Mrs. Alan Tennyson Ker; Mrs, Rogers; Mrs. Burke; Miss F. J. 
Theobald; Miss A. ©. Williamson; Miss E. Williamson; Mrs. 
Michell; Mr. W. Herbert; Mrs. Dixon; Miss E. Withall; Miss H. 
Withall; Mr. H. Hales; Mrs. and Miss Brewerton; Mr. John Rouse ; 
Mrs. Pritchard; Mr. John Glass; Mrs. William Crookes; Mrs. Hum- 
phreys; Miss Clara Wing; Mr. S. P. Field; Mr. C. Pearson; Mrs. 
Wiseman; Mr. A. T, Peterson; Mr. Potts; Mr. W. Eglinton; Miss 
Savage; Mrs. Hallock; Miss L. Newenham; Mr. and Mrs. G. F. 
Green; Mrs. Keningale Cook; Miss Ellen Crump; Mr. John Taft; 
Miss E. Kislingbury; and Mr. W. H. Harrison. 


THE OPENING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
The following is the opening address, delivered at the 
conversazione, by Mr. Alexander Calder, President of the 
British National Association of Spiritualists :-— 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

It having been suggested that I should address you this even- 
ing, preparatory to our Conference, which commences to-morrow, 
I purpose to review, however imperfectly, the most prominent 
features which concern us in the year which has passed. 

Before proceeding on this task I feel it necessary to dwell on 
a matter which naturally occupies our attention as it is of imme- 
diate interest. I refer to the position of that eminent worker in 
our cause, Dr. Henry Slade. If the history of his trial and con- 
viction, in spite of the “ overwhelming evidence” in his favour, 
was thought unjust, what shall we think of the commencement of 
fresh proceedings for the same alleged offence, although he made 
a successful appeal at Quarter Sessions? The first proceedings 
were undertaken in the vain hope of suppressing Spiritualism, 
and the second or present are declared to be on scientific grounds. 
But surely science necds no such subterfuge. Surely every species 
of persecution degrades her fair name. She loves accuracy above 
all things. In this respect science resembles Spiritualism. Facts 
count for much, inferences for little or nothing. The strongest 
evidence against Dr. Slade when weighed amounts only to an in- 
ference, wholly insuflicient to balance the weakest testimony in 
his favour ; not one fact was proved against him, while many 
were given for him. This is the bare truth; let those deny it 
who can. It requires no man of science to discern that the 
charge against him is as light as a feather compared with the evi- 
dence in his favour, yet strange to say the insensibility to things 
spiritual is so great as to influence respectable men im the perpe- 
tration of illiberal acts. Nothing is truer than this proposition, 
that a man may be highly distinguished in one branch of know- 
ledge, and yet be wholly ignorant of Spiritualism, and that simply 
because he has not made it his study. Grapes do not grow on 
thorns, nor are figs found on thistles. 


Tt is lamentable to think i 


of the deep ignorance in which men are content to dwell as 
regards the highest half of their nature, and painful for us now to 
believe that we are deprived of the use of the gifts of a great 
medium, whereby the minds of materialists might have been 
quickened into a better, because truer, knowledge of life and its 
mysterious relationship to the things unseen. If left to work 
among us unmolested it is not improbable that Dr. Slade would 
prove the agent to effect a revolution in public opinion by ex- 
citing a distinct desire for spiritualistic study. But this cannot, 
must not be. The Committee of the Spiritualists’ Defence Fund 
weighing the fact of his shattered condition, see no chance of his 
restoration to health in an atmosphere already too charged with 
the elements of persecution: and they have firmly resolved to 
discourage his return to England until passion shall have resigned 
her place to the genius of investigation, the furious matador for 
the diligent inquirer. To pursue “elusive wild beasts” may be 
more in keeping with the character of the zoologist than that of 
the student of a higher science ; but it scarcely helps to unravel 
what, to say the least, has proved a stupendous mystery. It is 
preposterous to expect that violence and haste can favour the 
cause of science, whose votaries are uniformly distinguished for 
meekness, patience, and dispassion. 

Stepping aside from these unhappy considerations and look- 
ing abroad, it is a comfort to see the waves of truth every- 
where rising. To say nothing of the movement in the United 
Kingdom, concerning which you are well informed, foremost in 
activity we behold in the West the United States, followed by 
Mexico and other places on the great Continent of America, 
while nearer us France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Holland, Bel- 
gium, Hungary are conspicuous, and further off, at the Cape, 
in India, and Australia the flood carries nourishment and 
fertility. In all these places societies—several of them being 
in correspondence with our own Association, are established 
and in active work—setting forth some of the wonderful testi- 
monies of the spirit. All these independent self-supporting circles 
declare the solemn truth, which cannot be too often repeated, that 
the proper development of man must be through the spirit, and 
that Spiritualism is the noblest prize of religious freedom whereby- 
a stronger impetus is given to virtue and goodness, the brilliancy 
of which has heen sadly obscured by the sordid characteristics 
of the age. 

Such being our view, it isa hopeful sign that everything around 
betokens the approach of the full light of the day of regeneration. 
In the field of literature the year has not been without fruit, as 
several new works have been published, and among them may be 
mentioned Original Researches in Psychology, by Mr. 'T. P. Barkas ; 
Life beyond the Grave, by “Fritz ;” two works edited by Mrs. 
Hardinge-Britten, 47t Magic and Ghost Land ; Miss Anna Black- 
well’s translation of Allan Kardec’s Mediums Book ; and various 
interesting pamphlets on the Slade case. An important work 
has also appeared in the Dutch language, by our corresponding 
member, Mr. A. J. Riko, and various translations of standard 
writings on Spiritualism have been translated into French, 
German, and Spanish. 

With thirty-eight Journals and Reviews flourishing in Europe 
and the United States, we have acquired an established position 
of some strength in the world; and the campaign of the year 
now fully entered upon promises fair probabilities of usefulness. 

Descending to more minute particulars, I think we may be 
permitted to congratulate ourselves on the steady advance in the 
important work to which we have set our hands. Everywhere 
along the line of operations there has been a great display of 
energy marked in several spheres of labour with unparalleled 
success, 

The genuineness of spirit photography received a remarkably 
striking solution carly in the year, when a committee of seven 
practical photographers conducted a series of experiments at Cin- 
cinnati in the United States, Mr. Hartman, a rival photographer, 
who had obtained considerable distinction in this line, being the 
medium. Precautions having been taken that the experiments 
should not be conducted at his house, and that he should have 
nothing whatever to do with the manipulation of the plates, the 
certificate which was granted on the occasion declares that three 


i distinct spirit pictures were secured, and the Committee express 
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themselves “satisfied that these forms were produced by some 
means unknown to them, and without fraud on the part of the 
said medium, for he never entered the dark room or handled 
the plates.” This testimony, coming from a body of rival photo- 
graphers, disbelievers in the phenomena, is most valuable, and 
their assurance is all the more satisfactory because it follows 
shortly after the defection and cupidity of the French photographer, 
Buguet ; and the circumstance should go far to remove the doubt 
which was then cast on this branch of evidence. When we con- 
sider that ordinary photography was wholly unknown some fifty 
years ago, and the world was slow and reluctant at that period 
to believe in the possible production of one picture like those now 
produced daily by the cartload, we need scarcely be surprised at 
the large development of spirit photographs. We may be sure 
that when we know more of spirit power we shall marvel less 
at this production. Besides, all doubt and lurking surprise 
should wholly vanish when we remember the experiments con- 
ducted under scientific tests by those distinguished Fellows of the 
Royal Society, Messrs. Crookes and Varley, in that other de- 
partment of psychology, the materialisation of spirits. f 

The account given by Mr. Varley last December under this 
head shows, among other matters, that the experiment he refers 
to was conducted at the residence of Mr. Luxmoore, in Hyde 
Park, where the medium was treated like a telegraph cable, a 
current being sent from her right wrist along her right and left 
arms to her left wrist. She was tested for what is technically 
known as “continuity and resistance” all through the sitting. 
For this purpose a reflecting galvanometer, a box of standard re- 
sistances, and the necessary keys and shunts were employed. By 
these means the medium could not break the circuit of electricity 
for even the hundredth part of a second without the fact being 
instantly revealed! “ Yet,” says Mr. Varley, “out came the 
materialised Annie Morgan. She spoke to ns and wrote before 
us on paper; and, stranger still, she once appeared only half 
materialised from her waist upwards, the lower extremities being 
absent.” Mr. Varley proceeds to say, “I shook hands with this 
materialised being, and at the conclusion of the sitting, which 
lasted over one hour, I was instructed by Annie Morgan to go 
to the medium and demesmerise her. I found Miss Cook, the 
medium, just as I had left her ; the platinum wires were untouched, 
and she was in a deep trance, from which I speedily awoke her by 
cross passes.” Mr. Crookes’s testimony regarding similar mani- 
festations is much to the same purport. In the presence of such 
clear proof of spirit materialisation, altogether distinct from the 
repeated examples occurring during the year at Liverpool and 
Newcastle, we may safely accept the genuineness of the lesser 
phenomenon of spirit photography. 

Again, as if the testimony to spiritual phenomena were not 
. complete and incontrovertible, we had accounts early in the year 
of plaster moulds having been taken from spirit hands. To 


Professor Denton, of Massachusetts, U.S., belongs the credit of 1 


having first devised this mode of evidence. Beautiful paraffin 
casts have been taken by him with perfect success, and the process 
has since been followed by several persons in England with 
equally favourable results under test conditions. 

The phenomenon of direct spirit writing never received more 
striking illustration than during the year, creating a world-wide 
commotion, whose effects have not yet passed away and will long 
be remembered. While Spiritualism was fighting its way to the 
front, and as a science maintained its ground at the last annual 
meeting of the British Association, some boisterous individuals, 
more famous for physical than mental energy, made a raid upon 
that renowned sensitive, Dr. Slade. Whatever the motives which 
influenced these men, and whatever the nature of the issues raised, 
of one thing we may be certain, that no harm has been done to 
the cause but rather much good, since a knowledge of some of the 
facts of Spiritualism has been more extensively spread this year 
through their barbarous proceedings than in many years gone by. 
The fruits of victory being with us, the triumph is really our own. 

Nor have these persons been alone in their assaults. Some 
older and more experienced men, who might have known better, 
have been busy trying to inflict as much injury on our cause as 
they possibly could effect ; but their efforts are equally vain, and 
chief among them is our ancient foe, Dr. Carpenter, who in the 
first month of the past year appeared in the Contempwary Review, 
striving, with a simplicity which does him no credit, to dispose of 
the whole facts of Spiritualism on the ground of “ prepossession.” 
That word alone was sufficient to account for all the phenomena. 
The history of the conversion of any real Spiritualist would serve 
to show that the prepossession theory is simply ridiculous. Many 
hard-headed Spiritualists have testified to the state of their minds 
when accepting the Spiritualistic theoty. At first they combated 
it with all their might, but were ‘ultimately defeated and made 
captives. The dullest understanding might perceive that thou- 
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sands, nay, myriads of individuals, could scarcely be willing 
acceptors of a position exposing them to the adverse criticism of 
their more uninformed friends and neighbours, unless there were 
some imperious power behind, too great to be resisted, appealing 
to their conscience and binding them to go forward in the 
cause of truth. The objective reality of the phenomena is irre- 
yocably impressed on the soul; and experience akin to it has 
prepared and sustained the martyr both in torments and in 
death, Dr. Carpenter, attracted by reports of slate writing, 
had a séance with Slade; and having been somewhat startled 
from his equanimity, promised to go further into the matter. A 
benevolent fit seems to have occupied him for a season, but it 
soon passed off, and he closed the year with two lectures at the 
London Institution, widening the distance between himself and 
Spiritualism by raising the phantom of insanity before his 
audience. He was preceded in this line of denunciation by 
another medical man, the inheritor of a distinguished name. 
Dr, Forbes Winslow’s pamphlet, however well-intentioned, is full - 
of gross exaggerations. Spiritualism will no more hurt a man 
than the study of botany, geology, or geography, though it is 
more than probable that an overdose of any of these innocent 
employments will fit a man for an asylum; it is the abuse of 
Spiritualism, or anything else, and not the use, which is 
dangerous. But surely both these physicians well know that 
lunatic asylums are chiefly peopled by those afflicted with 
religious mania, and that such was the acknowledged fact long 
before Spiritualism was heard of. That popular Christianity is 
one of the chief factors in filling our asylums, none better know 
than Dr. Carpenter and Dr, Winslow, yet when have they lifted 
up their voices against the preacher? Why do they not denounce 
the wretched dogmas preached in the name of the Almighty ? 
Instead of insisting and insinuating that Spiritualism, of which 
they are so ignorant, leads to madness, and instead of going 
out of their way to handle it, they should rather denounce 
popular Christianity. Then would they stand on firm ground, 
and become public benefactors. So great and accomplished 
a student of mental physiology might safely take up his 
parable and admonish the religious leaders of the day; 
but there is this little difficulty in the way, he lacks the 
stuff of which true prophets are made. The small body of 
Spiritualists is enough for his prowess. He has no sympathy 
towards the “half-starved, sickly creatures affected with diluted 
insanity.” And yet when the Spiritualist is thus taunted and 
assailed, he may be pardoned if he points to these lines of 
Tennyson :-— 
“Ilow pure in heart and sound in head, 

With what divine affection bold, 

Should bo the man whose thoughts would hold 

An hour’s communion with the dead.” 


If the Materialist would ponder over this verse, it might prove a 
useful mirror in which to discover the secret of his bitterness 
against Spiritualism, and perhaps make him less furious and rabid. 
Without dwelling on the important matters of clairvoyance 
and other manifestations, I would pass on to the subject of 
Organisation, for this, after all, is the one thing which, at this 
moment, we should study to promote with all our might. This 
is the age of co-operation. To unite in a common object or 
brotherhood is to show sound wisdom and strength. It is to 
gather together our scattered forces, and arrange them into a 
disciplined body. As volunteers dispersed over the country 
cannot compare with a regiment of regulars, so Spiritualists 
outside of organisation proclaim their weakness. When I hear of 
Spiritualists high and low thirsting for investigation into the 
mysteries of Spiritualism, it seems strange that they do not 
break their reticence and join our organisation, which possesses 
such advantages, for it cannot be doubted that the more compre- 
hensive and perfect the organisation the greater the benefit to the 
cause. In proportion as our organisation extends is its power 
for good. All Spiritualists in the United Kingdom desirous of 
advancing a common interest should join this Association, either 
directly as members or indirectly as members of other societies 
allied to ours. They have learnt the truth and sacredness of the 
cause ; they have, perhaps, tasted some of the consolations which 
their principles bring, and they should do something to impart to 
others the knowledge which they themselves enjoy. For without 
unity of action, however excellent our principles, we are continu- 
ally exposed to the attacks of the unenlightened, who may even 
imagine that they would do God a service in attempting, if they 
could, our destruction. 
Some have urged that because certain organisations have proved 
cruel and tyrannical, therefore ours must become so. They over- 
look the distinguishing fact that, unlike those bodies, our office- 
bearers are clected annually by ballot, and that our governing 
principles are more conformable to Nature and her universal rules, 
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Organisation is the chief sign of life, energy, and power. Under 
it we shall become aware of our strength; without it we know 
our feebleness. The utility of our organisation has never been 
more amply justified than in what we have witnessed in a recent 
crisis. Effectually to defend mediums from prosecution, and our 
cause from dishonour and persecution, we should marshal our 
numbers under some more complete system, so as to present a 
perfect and well-disciplined front ; and when the extent of our 
numbers, as well as of our quality, is better known, we shall be 
more respected and treated as a power in the State. One effect 
of organisation is visible in the respectful attention of the Govern- 
ment. Had there been no permanent organisation, the waste of 
‘time, money, and the general confusion in taking public action 
would have been great, and the Treasury might have said of any 
Committee hastily put together that it was not a representative 
body ; whilst those who elected it in undue haste might have said 
the same. Unquestionably an efficient permanent organisation, 
giving all its members a voice and a vote in the public business 
of the movement, increases order and strength, whilst distntegra- 
tion is synonymous with weakness and inefficiency. Another 
result of organisation is the improved attitude of the press. The 
conspiracy of silence is passing rapidly away. The chief organs 
of public opinion treat us fairly, and some of them even with 
a magnanimity marked with friendship; others, through a 
groundless fear of injuring their circulation, frown on us 
with disdain; while some again exhibit hatred and vexation, 
which are the uniform sign of bigotry. These last stand greatly 
in need of our compassion, for they float wildly on the ocean of 
ignorance. 

Spiritualists of all grades, children of light and truth, possessing 
advantages of knowledge and experience above their fellows, 
incur serious responsibility in holding aloof from organisation. 
Throughout the country there should be established organisations 
of Spiritualists who should correspond with and become affiliated 
to our central association, 

The utility of organisation is being sensibly acknowledged in 
tho United States; besides the National Convention of Spirit- 
ualists, other societies are being formed in various parts, and 
some of them evince signs of vigour and complcteness worthy of 
admiration. 

One of the most effectual means of popularising the facts relating 
to our higher nature is the expansion or widening of our organisa- 
tion, and all Spiritualists, wherever residing, should do what they 
can to strengthen it, if only for the purpose of securing the bulwark 
of the future against that worst of plagues, the corrupt doctrines 
enunciated by certain daring but unconscious impostors, who in the 
name of science deny the existence of God and the immortality 
of man. Well may the aged philosopher of Chelsea lament the 
condition of society when he says, “ Ah, it’s a sad, a terrible thing 
to see nigh a whole generation of men and women professing to 
be cultivated, looking around in a purblind fashion, and finding 
no God in the universe.” In order to show the reasonableness, 
nay the high value and necessity of the doctrine of Immortality, 


I would refer to a passage in the life of John Stuart Mill. This’ 


distinguished scholar, in his autobiography, describes a crisis in 
his mental history which suddenly brought him to the verge of 
despair. He says, “It occurred to me to put the question directly 
to myself, Suppose that all your objects in life were realised, that 
all the changes in institutions and opinions, which you are looking 
forward to, could be completely effected at this very instant, 
would this be a very great joy and happinsss to you? And an 
irrepressible self-consciousness distinctly answered, No. At this,” 
he proceeds, “my heart sunk within me. The whole foundation 
on which my life was constructed fell down. All my happiness 
was to have been found in the continual pursuit of this end. The 
end had ceased to charm, and how could there ever again be any 
interest in the means? I seemed to have noting left to live for.” 
And equally so would it be with most reflecting minds. ‘The fal- 
lacy under which this philosopher laboured at that period of his 
life was the limitation of his views to the narrow horizon of earth; 
whereas, had he clung to the doctrines of immortality and eternal 
progression, he might have found immediate undisturbed tran- 
quility and happiness. 

Well may the Spiritualist say with the Psalmist, “Thy testi- 
monies are my delight and my counsellors.” How great, how 
full, how many-sided are our evidences for immortality. What a 
grand truth, what a glorious idea, to live in the strong conviction 
that we shall meet again in another world those we love and have 
loved on earth. Can men of science offer the afflicted any solace 
compared to this? And if not, why disturb so innocent an 
enjoyment? Were it the merest delusion, why rob the believer 
of such unparalleled comfort? ‘The phenomena of Spiritualism 
are not given to deceive nor betray. Ingrained in human nature 
throughout the world, spirituality demands development, or 


i 


man cannot reach the highest type of the race. The most explicit 
suggestions of nature cannot be disregarded with impunity, but 
if dnly taken to account will produce inestimable blessings. 
Reverence for the active invisible intelligences tends to keep our 
hearts alive in sympathy with them; and a system. of practical 
purification might well proceed from this awe-inspiring source. 
And again, what is greater, better, and holier than to under- 
stand the origin of religion, and through its channel to be daily 
quickened in a living, vigorous and practical faith? For it is im- 
portant to have brought home to our mind’s sense impressions of 
the phenomena, as by the operation we are raised into a higher 
existence. We are lifted up above the purely physical to the 
study and contemplation of subjects which give nobility to our 
thoughts, our actions, and our lives. An inner world, a higher 
life is revealed where an intellectual activity is excited to the 
attainment of a purer love and a loftier standard of morality and 
truth. Wherever virtue is loved and iniquity hated, wherever 
hearts are open and no secrets are hid, there will Spiritualism be 
welcome, and purity, consolation, and strength will follow ; there, 
also, will recklessness give place to sobriety of thought and action. 
The experience of the past comes down through the channels of 
Spiritualism, as a potent means of warning, guiding, and con- 
trolling all the chief affairs of life. It is only from the phenomena 
working in our midst that the social fabric, already so rudely 
shaken, can be protected against the great evils which threaten it. 
A thousand Acts of Parliament will be found less efficacious to 
turn the people from any particular vice than the knowledge of 
Spiritualism. 

While these considerations so mightily move us, the attitude of 
others appears unaccountably strange. Men of science, having 
contributed largely to destroy the structure of Religion, seem in 
no hurry to build on any foundation where the soul enters into 
observation and care. Instead of furnishing some stimulus to the 
formation of virtue, they uproot the only infallible source and 
standard of rectitude. The very idea of God’s existence is 
extinguished along with man’s immortality. And more singular 
still, the clergy, as a body, look silently on. While there is a 
rapid disintegration of all the moral influences now employed in 
the Church, and its dogmas are exhumed and, like, worthless 
dust, cast to the winds, the clergy should sce that their power 
must inevitably give way to a better system, to a higher develop- 
ment, and that the time is come when they should take up 
seriously the education of man’s higher nature. The Church 
would do herself and society real benefit if she would examine 
whence and in what manner her own power for good was origi- 
nally derived, and in what it really consists? What of inspira- 
tion, and healing, and its other testimonies, known as miracles ? 

Amidst the strife of words and deeds, let it be ever well 
understood that the chief purpose of Spiritualism is to impart a 
spiritual nature. To become spiritual-minded is the great lesson— 
to attend to spiritual in an equal degree with physical things, for 
to the latter we have given hitherto overmuch thought. In a 
word, we have to adjust in a fair balance the proportion of atten- 
tion to be given to each, so as to satisfy justly the claims of our 
twofold nature. 

Let us hope that both the cleric and the man of science will, 
before long, obtain a truer sense of their position and responsi- 
bilities; and, laying their prejudices aside, enter closely, 
patiently, and devoutly into a study of the marvellous pleno- 
mena of nature called Spiritualistic. 

Meanwhile, unmoved by their indifference, let us go firmly 
onward, having God, Immortality, and Eternal Progression as 
our everlasting Truth. 


A PAPER BY MR. THOMAS SHORTER—SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY: A REFUTATION OF 
PSEUDO-SCIENTIFIC THEORIES. 


Ox Thursday morning, last week, the proceedings of the Conference began 
under the presidency of Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, M.S.TeLE., and Mr, 
Thomas Shortor read the following paper :— 


It is often said that there is nothing in Spiritualism absolutely new, and this is 
true so far as the general fact of spirit intercourse is concerned, and even as to 
most of the principal phases of it with which we are now familiar. The visible 
appearance of spirits, the manifestation of their presence and agency by sights aud 
sounds, the movement of objects and persons, tho entrancement of sensitives, com- 
munication by dream and vision, writing and drawing, inspiration and speech, the 
impression of forms and characters on material substances, with visions in crystal, 
mirrors, polished steel, and other bright surfaces, were all known conturies ago. 
They are to be found alike in the oldest Spiritualism and in the newest, 

Still, the present movement may be considcred as in some important respects a 
new departure; the veil of artificial mystcry that had surrounded all spiritual 
intercourse has becu rent in twain from the top to the bottom. It is no longer the 
exclusive privilege of a few initiates, who had to protect themselves by artifice 
and secrecy from, brutal outrage and persecution, the effects of ignorance and 
superstition. A system of spiritual telegraphy has becn introduced and its 
practice widely diffused. Spiritualism has been introduced in a scientific age, is 
prosecuted in a scientifie spirit, and by scientific methods. It is now, like 
chemistry, a subject of experimental research, conducted by men of science 
eminently qualified for the work. Its phenomena are classified, and the condi- 
tions favouring their production are carcfully observed and recorded. Jf science 
is only methodised knowledge, Spiritualism may fairly claim to be on its way, and 
rapidly growing to a science, 
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There arc, too, I think, some phases of modern Spiritualism absolutely unique. 
One of theso is that of obtaining in melted paraffin, from which plaster casts are 
afterwards taken, moulds of materialised spirit-hands, fect, and sometimes even 
of the face. They are such as would belong to persons of both sexes, are various 
in size and shape, and preseut all the delicate markings of the cuticle and other 
characteristics of the natnral member. They have been microscopically 
examined; they have been examiued by experts. ‘hey have been obtained in the 
presonce of an investigating committee, with the materials placed in a box cx- 
pressly constructed, and bolted, locked, and scaled. The wax has been accurately 
weighed before the experimeut, and again immediately after it, aud the difference 
in weight has been exactly that of the monlds taken. hey have been repeatedly 
obtained in London, Manchester, Portsmouth, and in the leading cities of the 
United States. I understand that casts of some of them may bo seen at the 
rooms cf the British National Association of Spiritualists, 38, Great Russell- 
street; and at tbe Spiritual Institute, 15, Southampton-row. 

Auother phase of modern Spiritualism, so far as I know without parallel or 
precedent, is that of spirit-photography. It is one so astounding that I am not 
surprised at any incredulity shown conceruing it, especially by those who havo 
had no experience in other forms of spirit manifestation preceding and leadiug up 
to it. And this incredulity would of course be confirmed by the occasional im- 
posture and self-deception from which neither Spiritualism nor any form of 
human experience can be wholly free. nt after eliminating all that may be 
spurious, or doubtfnl, a large residunm still remains, ‘here are so many con- 
fluent streams of independent testimony, the evidence hus been so continuous, 
abundant, and consentancous, that cither spirit-photography must be recognised, 
or the validity of testimony in the matter must be denicd. I do not propose 
to argue this qnestion now; it has been so often aud fully considered 
in the Spiritual Magazine and other journals of the kiud, especially in the late able 
series of papers by ‘M.A, Oxon.,” in Human Nature, that t may refer the iuquirer 
to these for further satisfaction, and if not content with testimony he may, with a 
little persevorance, obtain direct personal experience of its truth for himself at 
first hand. But assuming the trnth of spirit-photography, as I consider I am 
justified in doing by the evideuce referred to, and, I may add, by my own experi- 
ences, I purpose to point out briefly some of its bearings on pseudo-scientific 
theories invented to explain away the spiritual significance of the phenomena 
alleged to be spiritual manifestations. Some of these, I think, need hardiy be 
specified in this connection. Snapping of toe and ankle joiuts, and involuntary 
muscular pressure, offered as solutions of the carlier mysteries of the spirit-circle, 
ure obviously ont of court as au explanation of the spirit-photograph, or, it may 
bo added, of anything else, except the eagerness with which professors grasp at 
auy hypothesis that may discredit spiritual agency in this modern time. But there 
are still theories that may profitably claim attention, and for the sake of economy 
and convenience, I shall group together those of the same family; they may, if 
they can, help each othcr against their common enemy the spirit-photograph, who, 
however, I think, will yet put them to the ront. 

In 1852 Dr. Rogers, of Boston, published his philosophy of mysterious agents, 
hnman and mundano, elaborating with much ability and ingenuity a theory to 
cover and explain those startliug phenomera whose uuexpected appearance had so 
startled and bewildered all classes of American society. These phenomena, he 
ascribed toa force, emanating from all bodies, more especially the hnman organism, 
and to which Baron Reichenbach had giveu the name Od. This force, he argues, 
might be controlled either by the will or by the unconscious action of the brain, 
simulating intelligence, which he admitted was apparently associated with the 
phenomena. This theory found much favonr both in Americaand in Englaud, and 
the controversy to which it gave rise occupies considerable space in the early his- 
tory of Spiritualism. It is little heard of now, but its spirit has been reincarnated 
in other forms, undor the names “ Nerve-fluid,” “ Nerve-aura,” and “ Psychic 
Force.” These theories all spring from the same root; they all ascribe the phe- 
nomeua of Spiritualism to agencies human and mundane, to the exclusion of all 
spiritual intelligence ab extra. 

Now, apart from all othcr objection, it appears to me that these theories are each 
and all effectnally demolished by the spirit-photograph. No one capable of re- 
flection will, I think, seriously conteud that.any mere force, physiological or 
psychical, can shape itself into the human form, put on the lineaments of a de- 
parted frieud, and imprint itself on the photographic plate. And if I am told that 
it may be governed and guided to this result by those still in the flesh, I simply 
say, “Prove it.” Spirit-photography was yet in the future wheu Dr. Rogers pro- 
pounded his clastic theory, but which eveu then had been drawn to its utmost 
tension. Were he still in terrestrial life, £ think he would hardly have stretched 
it still further in a desperate attempt to make it cover this and other later develop- 
ments, of what has been called “the modern mystery ”—a task so manifestly 
beyond its powers. 

Another class of pseudo-scientific theories disposed of by the spirit-photograph, 
is represented by the phrases “unconscions cerebration,” “dominant ideas,” 
“mental expectancy,” and “ prepossession.” To attribute these powers to our 
friend the photographic camera may be very complimentary, bnt it doesnot happen 
to possess them. lt has no cerebrum, and caunot cerebrate either consciously or 
nnronscionsly. It is not dominated by any ideas, has no expectations, aud is 
entirely freo from either preposscssion or prejudice, which is more thau can be 
hey for the authors of ingenious theories who attempt to explain away unwelcome 

aets. x 

lf Tam remi dod that these physiological and mental acts and states pertain to 
the sitter, I ask, even if it be so, how can these, without direct manipnlation, 
imprint themselves on the sensitive plate into a perfect and clearly visible por- 
trait? What proof is there that they do so? Let any physiologist, or other 
scientific person, test this dominant idea by experiment, and with mental expect- 
aucy abide the issue. Unquestionably, recognised spirit-portraits are sometimes 
obtained, and this is the crowuiug and conclusive proof of their genuineness; F 
suppose the true believer generally goes for a spirit-portrait with this dominant 
idea, but generally the resnlt docs not conform to this prepossession. His mental 
expectancy is doomed to disappointment; the dominant idea does not dominate. 
‘he portrait which appears on the plate beside his own may have been obtained 
under the strictest test couditions. But he caunot identify it. If this nnantici- 
pated unrecognised form has been projected by his cercbration, he is certainly 
unconscious of it. 

Again, we are assured on high scientific authority, that Spiritualists are the 
victims of hallucination; that the phenomena of Spiritualism, so far as they are 
genuine, are purely subjective; the product of excited imagination, or of some 
abnormal state, like that of the mesmerised seusitive, as seen in the familiar 
experinients of what is known as eleetro-biology—in which the senses and 
faculties of the sensitive are under the control of the operator, and give no trne or 
reliable report of objective realities. Well, let us pnt the photographic camera 
into the witness-box: it is au unexceptionable witness, of good character and 
strict veracity; is quite disinterested and impartial, free from passion and from 
prejudice; has no imagination to be excited, is not subject to hallucination, cannot 
be biologised: it docs not depend on memory; its uotes are all taken at the time, 
and on the spot: it will tell its tale iu its own way; and ean neither be bribed 
nor bullied, cajoled nor intimidated. Its testimony is always the same and never 
varies; it can be bronght into any conrt at any time; and its evidence is most 
explicit and absolutely conclusive in the present instance. If Spiritnalists are 
hallucinated, all who see this evidence at ence share in the hallucination—a species 
of epidemic delusion Dr. Carpenter does not seem to have taken into aceount. In 
bricf, I maintain that the spirit-photograph can hold its own, and maintaiu the 
truth aud honour of Spiritualism against all comers. It is but a pasteboard shield, 
Lut it is strong enough to withstand all assault and break every opposing lance. 
Ju its weakness and humility it confounds the mighty and the proud; it yields 
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` satisfaction to the honcst and inquiring sceptic,is a solace to the bereaved, a 


witness for immortality, aud a refutation of psewdo-scientifie theories—the mero 
wastrel of science. 


THE DISCUSSION — THE PHOTOGRAPHING OF THE SPIRIT OF SIR WILLIAM 
BAYNES—VHOTOGRAPMING THE DOUBLE OF A MEDIUM—THE PHOLOGRAVILING 
OF THE SPIRIT OF THB WIFE OF MR. LIVERMORE, THE NEW YORK BANKER. 


Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, the Chairman, said: Much discussion in relation 
to spirit photography has taken place among Spiritualists, and the quostions 
at issuo have becn greatly complicated by the want of character of some of 
the profossors of the art. In this branch of the subjoct, as in others, Spirit- 
ualism has had to suffer from the misdeeds of its mediums. I had conclusive 
evidence years ago in relation to spirit-photography. At a seance held at 
home, tho namo of a departed relation of mine was given, and he came at 
several subsequent sittings. His name was Sir William Baynos. One day 
ho said that ho thought that he could givo us his photograph, and we arranged 
with him that at a certain time somo of us would go to Hudson’s to obtain the 
likenoss. The ladies of my family had socn Hudson once or twice before, but 
he had no notion that we wero coming on that particular day, nor did he 
know the object of tho visit. My mother and wife wont to Hudson’s ; tho 
photograph was obtained, and it is so cloarly that of the spirit whose name 
was given to us, that I venture to say that .any tradesman of tho late Sir 
William Baynes would recognise it at onee as his likeness, 

Mr. A. Glendinning: About twelvo years ago I tried to get spirit-photo- 
graphs with a friend who is a good medium, and wo obtained sevoral. At 
first wo obtained curious markings on the platos, and had I had more 
experionee I should have preserved those plates for careful subscquent 
examination, but, as a matter of fact, whenever we developed no distinet por- 
trait, I rubbed my fingers across tho plate, and put it in the wash-tub, Mr. 
Mélhuish, secretary to one of the Seotch photographic societies, supplied us 
with the glasses and echemieals, and everything was done in good faith among 
private people. Inone instance wo obtained a portrait of the medium, in tho 
same position which he had oceupied about ten or fifteen minutes before tho 
plate was exposed, and when he was half-way between the eamera and tho 
background. We had in the room tho kind of planchette known as an 
“ Indicator,” which spelt out rapidly what we were to do, for the spirits said that 
they, at first, did not know how to produco the pictures, and that they had to 
try oxperiments; they told us to mesmerise tho camera, chomicals, and so on. 
We did what they told us, partly as a matter of amusoment, and partly as a 
matter of interest. When we questioned them why we obtained a portrait of 
the medium in a position he had occupied before the plate was exposed in the 
camera, they said that he had left his “ influenee ” on tho spot, and that had 
a clairvoyant been in tho room he would have seen him there. I do not 
understand this, but it was all the explanation we eould get. I have had 
several spirit-pictnres done by Mr. Parkes, in whom I have evary eonfidence. 
Once when I sat for him I was humming a hymn eontaining lines about angels 
bending their wings o’er us, and upon the plate came a female form with 
wings, I suppose in consequenee of my thoughts having somo influenee upon 
the resulting picture. I did not recognise her features, but have overy 
reason to believe that all that was done by Mr. Parkes was done in good faith, 

The Chairman: The anatomical monstrosity of wings would have been 
difficult to aecount for without Mr. Glendinning’s explanation. 

Miss Kislingbury: Last night Mr. Caldor, in his presidential address, told 
you how Mr. J. Hartman had obtained a spirit photograph undor test condi- 
tions. I have some copies of that picture here, so they may be interosting 
to you to look at, They contain the following printed certifieate en the 
back :— 

TEST SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPH. 

This picture was made December 25th, 1875, in Cincinnati, by Jay J. Hartman, under 
the most rigid test conditions, in a gallery ho had never visited before, with camera, glass, 
and'chemicals of a sceptical photographer, All of the manipulations of the plate were done 
by a sceptieal photographer, Mr. Hartman simply standing by the side of the camera, 
with his hand resting thereon, never entering the dark room, nor at any time seeing or 
handling the plate, and all the time closely watched by sixteen respectable, intelligent 
gentlemen, 

“Cincinnati, December 25th, 1875. 

«We, the undersigned, having taken part in the public investigation of spirit photo- 
graphing given by Mr. Jay J. Hartman, hereby certify that we have closely examined and 
watched the manipulation of our own marked plates, through all the various workings in 
and out of the dark room, and have been unable to discover any sign of fraud or trickery 
on the part of Mr, Jay J. Hartman. ; 

“We further certify that during the last sitting when this result was obtained, Mr. Jay J. 
Hartman did not handle the plate, or enter the dark room at any time. 

“J. Slatter, V. Cutler, E. Saunders, Jos, Kinsey, E. Hopkins, J. 8. P. Gelpert, Robert 
Leslie, Wm. Warrington, Benj, E. Hopkins, Œ. A, Carnahan, D. M. Morrow, M.D., J. P. 
Weckman, F. T. Moreland, Theodore Teeple, W. V, Sullivan,” 


Mr. W. H. Harrison: I agree with all that Mr. Shorter and Mr, Fitz-Gorald 
have said. As a sciontific amateur, I have had great experienco in nearly all 
branches of photography. I have taken some thousands of pictures in my 
time, and for the last ten years I have been an articlo writor for one of tho 
photographic journals. My opinion is that although in exceptional cases 
spirit photography furnishos about the best evidence of the truth of spiritual 
phenomena, in the majority of eases it does not do so, and it is, generally 
spoaking, surrounded by such conditions that the study of it can only be 
pursued in private. In other words, recognisable portraits of deceased frionds 
unknown to the photographer—the production of which eannot be aceounted 
for on any imposture theory—are the excoption. Unrecognisable and indis- 
tinct pictures are the rnle, and as those latter can usually be imitated with 
ease by numerous methods of producing sham ghosts well known to photo- 
graphers, the medium is safe to be assumod to be a trickster by the public, 
and when his pictures are genuino the populace will not give him the benofit 
of any doubt, he will be unable to obtain an honest hearing in tho newspapors, 
and any court of law will pronounce him an impostor. A good instance of 
the production of a recognisablo spirit picture was tho case in which Mr. 
Livermore, a partner in one of the largest banks in New York, went to 
Mumler, tho spirit photographer in that city, and obtained an unmistakable 
likenoss of his doparted wife, who was unknown to the man through whose 
mediumship the pieture was produced. Mumler was prosecuted as an im- 
postor, and the expenses of the prosecution were shifted upon the backs of 
the public, as usual in these cases; but the evidence was so strong that this 
likeness did not como through any trickery of his own, that in spite of all 
prejudiees the case was dismissed. Jn England he would probably have 
been condemned, 

Mr. Thomas Shorter remarked that what Mr. Glendinning had said about 
the photographing of tho human double reminded him of the ease of a friend 
of his, a clairvoyant, who, upon entoring an empty compartment of a railway 
carriage, saw in it several peoplo who had been sitting thoro some timo 
before. Ho did not think the yalue of spirit photography was much lessened 


Fes. 16, 1877. 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 17 


because such a small proportion of tho pictnros was recognised. Many of 
the pictures wore taken by persons not pecuniarily interested. 

The Chairman proposed a vete of thanks to Mr. Shorter for his paper. 

Mr. Benjamin Coleman: I have much pleasure in scconding tho vote of 
thanks to Mr. Shorter. Mr. Livermore sent mo the likeness of his wife. He 
wanted to disprove tho fact of spirit-photography, and went to Mnmler for 
that purposo; he also twistod himself jnst before the cap was taken off the 
eamera that he might upset any arrangements possibly made by Mnmler to 
bring out a spirit on the plate in an attitnde bearing some relation to his first 
position, There is no doubt that it was a perfect likencss of Mr. Livormoro’s 
wife, recognised by all his friends. Mr. Livermoro was no enthusiast in 
making these things known, and only eame forward to state the facts in tho 
witnesg-box at the carnest request of Judge Edmonds. Mumler was consc- 
quontly acqnitted, — i 

The vote of thanks was givon by acclamation. 


A PAPER BY MR. T. Pe HARKAS—PHOTOGRAPHING A MATERIALISED TFORM—THE 
PERSECUTION OF MEDIUMS BY PROFESSED MEN OF SCIENCE—THE SCIENTIFIC 
ASPECTS OF THE ALLEGED MODERN SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA—EXTRAORDINARY 
APPEARANCE OF MATERIALISED SPIRITS. 


The following paper by Mr. T. P. Barkas, F.G.S., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, was 
then road by the Secretary :— 


There can be little doubt that the vast majority of those who enter upon the 
examination of the phenomeua commonly known as moderu Spiritual manifesta- 
tions, have arrived at the conclusion that they are produced by supra~-mundane 
agencies, but a certain proportion of those who have examined them, and accept 
their genuineness, have either reached an entirely opposite conclusion, and believe 
them to be the resnlt of occult natural laws, or that the evidcuce is insnflicieut to 
justify them in accepting eithor the mundane or the supra-mnudane hypothesis. 
"The latter section, therefore, leave the theory which shall cover aud interpret the 
phenomena an open question. r 

It is not my iutention to express au opinion as to the theory that appears most 
satisfactorily to cover the entire facts, but I desire to place before yon a record of 
such phenomena as justify my acceptance of their reality and gennineuess, and 
offer strong grounds for urging thcir oxamination by the most highly-trained 
sclentifie minds. 

Tn all periods of the history of the world phenomena such as those I am abont 
to describe are rocorded as having occurred spoutaneonsly, on many occasions, 
and on every portiou of the habitable globe. Making every allowance for the 
exaggeration which frequeutly occurs in descriptions of extraordinary phenomena, 
t would appear that there is, nevertheless, a large residunm of fact in those that 
have beeu recorded as taking place duriug the wholo historical period. n 

Marvellous as were the phenomena, they appear not to have been exteusively 
nvestigated nutil the adveat of what has been termed modern Spiritualism; the 
reason probably being that, in past ages, the reign of law, the correlation of forces, 
aud tho inviolability of physical laws, were not so well nnderstood—scepticism, 
therefore, as to the iuterposition of snpra-mundane ageucies was less rampant 
than in our own day, and the phenomena were accepted as gennine, without 
critical investigatiou. Now, however, all phenomena mnst demonstrate their 
right to acceptance, and especially thoso that assert claims to snpra~mnndane 
origin. 

‘The opponents of the reality of these phenomona may attempt to defend their 
position in two ways—viz.: First, by examining the phenomena and eudcavonriug 
to discover the means by which they aro prodnced, and producing them nnder 
similar conditions; and, second, by calling iuto requisition hitherto obsolete laws, 
and endeavonring to suppress the facts by the persecution of the agents through 
whom they occur. l 

The former, although not tho highest or most commendable conrse that might 
be adopted, is, nevertheless, pertectiy justifiable ; but the second, in view of the 
evidenco that has already beeu adduced by credible and competent witnesses as 
to the genuineness of the pheuemena, is simply impertinence and imbecility. 

If the phouomena be genuine, and the vast majority, if not the wholo of those 
who havo thoroughly examined them, believe that they arc, then legal prosecution 
by the stretch of antiquated, nnabolished law, is the act of a coward and simpleton, 
aud the facts which are attempted to be repressed will spread throughout a wider 
area, and bo investigated under conditions which antiquated and absurd laws will 
not reach, and cowardly opponcuts will have no sphere for the exercise of their 
mistaken ingenuity. i 

To prosecute promoters of truth in relation to occult phenomena, notwithstaud- 
ing the antagonism of the public, and especially when the phenomeua are uot 
limited to any special class or social grade but may be developed by any earnest 
investigator in the privacy of his own home, is in the last degree absnrd, and is 
certain to extend a knowledge of the reality of the phenomena in question. 

‘The only justifiable mode of suppressing supposed orrors, is by exposing their 
fallacy, under conditions perfectly analogons to those in which they take place. 
Conditions lie at the root of all valuable research, and it is probable, uay almost 
certain, that difference in conditious has aggravated the germ and uo germ con- 
troversy, which for some time has excited the scientifie world. This has lately 
beon proved by Professor Tyndall. 

I propose, without broaching any theory, to place before yon facts as well 
anthenticated as are any occnlt psychological or physical phenomena with which 
we are familiar. 

I shall state the conditions under which the phenomena took place, refer any 
respectable porsen to those who were present during thcir occurrence, and give 
reasons for their objective reality such as I think wonld be perfectly satisfactory 


to any body of gentlemen who havo not arrived at the couclnsion that such 


phenomena are impossible, aud incompatible with the laws of nature, 

I could givo personal testimony to the reality of independent motious of material 
bodies, independent writing, and mauy of the ordinary pheuomena which are said 
to ocenr at seances, but I shall best consult your feelings aud the iuterest of the 
movement we have met to promote by directing yonr atteution to two or three of 
the more prominent facts, Ina long series of pheuomeua which have come under 
my persoual ebservation during twenty-four years of almost hypercritical investi- 
gatiou of this much controvertcd subject. Nothing short of personal examina- 
tion under crncial tests cenld have influeuced me to accept the phenomena as 

ennine. 
i The ouly effect of eredible testimony would have beeu to indnee investigation, 
not to produce convictiou, aud that in reality is precisely tho course that all sensible 
investigators desire unbelievers to follow. 

I shall confiue my descriptions to one of tho moro extraordinary physico- 
psychical phases of these remarkable mauifestatious, viz., materialisation of alleged 
spirit-forms, out of previously invisiblo matter, uuder various test conditions, the 
evidence in each of the cases being to me perfectly satisfactory as to their reality 
and genniueuess, They canuot under the couditions be referable to optical illusion, 
uor indeed to the illusiou of any of the scuses, except ou the hypothesis that all 
sense iniprossious aro illusions and have not their origin in auy objective reality. 
These phenomena rest upou the same bases as do the recognitions of colour and 
sound, aud all other facts in physico-psychology. I propose, 1st. ''o describe a 
seance at which a materialised form was photographed. 2ud. Materialisation in au 
open room with the medium sitting in the centre of the circle of sitters, the 
materialised forms growing out of apparent nothingness. ATN these phenomena 


took place either in lamplight, gaslight, or amidst the blaze of tho mag- 
nesinm light. 

_ The mediums were Misses Wood and Fairlamb ; seance room, the private draw- 
ing room of a Newcastle merchant, and the meeting on the eveniug of Friday, 
Feb. 19th, 1875. 

There wero present in the circle fonr ladics and seventeen gentlemon, inclusive 
of the photographer and his sou. 

One corner of the room, on tho right of the fireplaco, was partitioned off by a 
four-folding screen as a recess. Within the area enclosed by the screen were two 
cushions on which the mediums reclined. The medinms, who wore dark dresses 
and were covcred with dark cloaks, entered the recess at 8,27. The mirror over 
the mantelpicce and the fireplace were draped with dark green cloth asa backgronud 
for photographic purposes. A chair was placed opposite the fireplace, at abont 30 
inches from the edge of tho folding door of the screen, which when opened per- 
mitted egress from the recess. 

‘The magnesinm lamp, to be nsed for photographic pnrposes was placed ona. small 
ronnd table uear the screen, and Mr. Laws, sen., sat on a ehair near it, for the pnr- 
pose of manipulating the light when it was reqnired. A sqnare piano, abont eight 
fect long, was drawn forward toa distance of about ten feet from the fireplace, and 
was placcd in the centro of the roem. On the piauo was placed a photographic 
camera, which was focnssed for the space between the screen and the chair already 
referred to. Three pieces of white paper were pinned to the green cloth covering 
the fireplace, at the height of the mantel-shelf, which is exactly fonr feet high. 
‘These papers wore placed, as may be seen ou the photographs, for the purposo of 
indicating the height of tho figure that was expected to appear. 

‘The sitters sat in rows at each end of and behind the piauo. I sat at the left ond 
of the piano and immediately opposite the folding edge of the screen, out of which 
the psychic form was expected to come. 

' All the sitters took hold of hands; the lights were turned down until we sat in 

comparative darkness. For about an hour we sat in this dim light, and duriug that 
time Pocky and Cissy, the controls of the respective medinms, both talked with 
us in an amusing and sometimes very logical manner. At 9.30 we were told by 
knockings, and by the voice of a medium nnder control, that the gas was to be 
turned up, the spirit-lamp nsed by the photographer to be lighted in order to 
acenstom the psychic who intended to appear to bear a quantity of light, having a 
near approach to the bright magnesium light to be used for photographing. 
Spirit lamp, gas, and photographer's candle were all lighted, and we sat in a well 
lighted room. g 

At about 9.40 we wero told to prepare tho photographic plate, and make roady 
for the appearance of the apparition. As soon as the plate was prepared, and an 
intimation to that effect given, the folding- door of the screen was pnshed open, 
and a small female fignre, or at least a figure draped like a female, emerged from 
behind the screeu ; she stood near the edge of the open fold of the screen opposite 
the camera, and at one side of the magnesium wire, which was at once ignited. 
We then saw her in the full blaze of the magnesium light. 

Her garments were very profuse, and covered her entire person, with the excep- 
tion of her face aud arms, both of which were dark-brown, approaching black, 
although one arm appeared darker thau the other. The garment had the appear- 
ance of plain muslin, which fell over her in long rolling folds, and was not in the 
least rumpled or soiled, as wonld have been the case had it been placed within 
small compass. Her face was dark brown, somewhat liko that of a dark half- 
caste; the eyes were large, aud the lids were large and heavy; the white parts of 
the eyes appeared dull and snffused with blood like the eye of an ordinary negro; 
the nose was large, being both long and broad; the lips were full and heavy, and 
had a vermilion redness of colour, they moved languidly, and not like the rapid 
movements of ordinary Cancasian lips, but witha motion more than nsually slow 
for a negro, The face was not prepossessing, far from it; it had a blank, half- 
timid, and at the same time amused exprossion, like that of an nnedncated perscn 
quite unaccnstomed to society entering into the presence of eritical strangers.” 
When the magnesinm light was shining fully upon her, I saw her face quite dis- 
tinctly for several seconds, but she gradually tnrned it away from tho light, which 
appeared to overpower her, and in the first photograph only a small portion of the 
space occupied by the face is seen, and the features are quite invisible. The dark 
shadows abont the dress of the figure in the photograph are the dark shadows 
thrown by the folds of the garment, the maguesinm light being at one side of the 
figure. ‘The exposnre in this case was abont ten seconds. 

After the figuro had retired, we received a promise that she would endcavour to 
appearagain. Another photographic plate was prepared, and all was in readiucss 
for her secoud appearance. 

On this occasion she faced us mere fully than on the provious visit, and the face 
closely rescmbled that I had previously seen and have described. She made au 
apparently great cffort to maintain her position facing tho camera, but gradually 
turned her face from the light, aud photograph No, 2 is also blurred. ‘his ex- 
posure was twelve seconds. 

We again requosted her to stand and endcavonr to keep her face steadily 
opposite to the camera; this she promised to do on condition that the members of 
the circle would close their eyes, and that the photographer and his assistaut 
should alone look at hor while the photograph was being taken. To this we 
agreed, and another plate was prepared, but before it was qnite ready wo were 
told that oue of the mediums behind the screen would be led out by her control 
and sit upon the vacant chair for the purpose of giving power to the psychic 
while she underwent the photographic ordeal. 

One medium, covered iu her dark cloak, automatically moved from behind the 
screen aud sat npon the chair opposite the camera. All now being ready, the small 
psychic form again appcared and stood uear the clothed medium. The sitters, 
according to promise, closed their eyes, and photograph No. 3 was taken. It 
exhibits a faint outline of the face, which bears an indistinct bnt manifest 
resemblance to the face I saw dnring the time the first and secoud photographs 
were king tikon. The third exposure occupied abont fourteen seconds. 

Psycme aid medium retired within the recess at 10.25, and so great had been 
the strain upon the mediumistic powers of the two medinms that it was an hour 
before they were restored to their normal conditions, and they complained of 
being mach exhansted. 

It may be said, and that with some appearance of propriety, that in this case 
there were uo tests uscd, such for example, as nudressing and redressing the 
mediums, fixing them by stroug and secure ligatures to the floor, or examining 
their dresses at the conclusiou of the seance. All these objections are perfectly 
true, but notwithstanding the absence of tests of this kind, the presentation of a 
manifestly living human facc, entirely different in form and iu all its peculiarities 
to the faces of the mediums, is evidence snfficieut that the form was not an exhi- 
bition of the face of either of the medinnis, and that the mobile face was not a mere 
mask, but that of a person with all the ordinary characteristics of life. If, however, 
there yet remain doubts iu the miuds of those who hear me, or who may read this 
address, they ought to be removed by the phcnomeua that occurred at the seance 
I will now describe. 

The said seance was held in a private sitting-room iu Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
on the evening of Friday, Sept. dra, 1875. There were preseut the lady medium, 
her yonng daughter, another lady, and eight gentlemen, including myself. The 
room in which we sat is withont closets or recesses of any kind; we surcened onc 
corner of the room by meaus of a curtain suspended from an iron rod, and we 
placed a small deal table without drawers within the recess formed by the curtain, 
The lady medium and her little daughter sat in front of the cnrtain, aud at a dis- 
tance of about five feet from it the uine sitters sat in a quadraut of a cirelc, ex- 
teuding from wall to wall of the room, and completely enclosing the medium and 
her little daughter. , : 

Wo all therefore sat in the open room, and were quite visible to cach other, A 
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lamp was burniug in the room with such brightness that I could see the modium 
and all the sitters easily, and could read tho time by my watch. „After sitting thus 
for about fifteen miuntes we were told to remove the table from the recess, aud 
materialisation would take place. ‘The table was removed, and we sat iu the 
- open room, in the same ordor as before. After sitting about teu minutes, during 
which time I saw the hauds of the lady medium fall by her side, a small white 
flickering substance, about the size of a man’s hand, appeared above the kneos of 
the lady medium; it increased and diminished in size and brightness, and at last 
eontinued to grow until it covered the head, shoulders, and body of the medium in 
a fleecy white cloud. It then took a more solid and definite shape, and, descending 
to the floor, appeared like a young female, at least five feot high. This form was 
perfectly visible for about fifteen minutes, It gradually doclined in height and 
width where it stood, and during the whole of the time I saw the right hand of 
the medium hanging passively by her side. The form decreased until it was about 
eighteen inches high, and again rose aud increased in bulk, but this time it 
resembled a stooping old Jady, wearing a Quaker bonnet, who moved freely ou the 
floor, touched the hands of four of the sitters, taking them betweeu her fingers aud 
thumb, and also permitting them to feel her dress. This figure was visible for 
about tweuty-five minutes, and at ono time it rose to a height of about eight feet, 
bending over and overshadowing the medium. The form descended, assumed a 
normal size, and, coming forward past the medium, took a hand of one of the 
sitters between its finger and thumb, The form theu turned to a position opposite 
the medium, at a distauce of two feet from her, aud gradually declining in size, 
flickered away upon the floor. K 

This closed a very remarkable seance, and gave demonstrative evidence of 
miedinmsliip and materialisation to any miud not absolutely bliudod by precou- 
ception, aud utterly incapablo of trustiug the evidenco of its senses, 

This description is taken from my diary, in which it was eutered ou the day 
following the seance, when all the phenomena were fresh upon my memor y. 

On reflection at this distance of time from their occurrence, I see uo escape from 
their inexorable logic short of denying the evidence of our senses. 

The forms were seen to grow by all who were present. 
of the sitters, they appeared and disappeared in the opeu room. There were no 
visible means by which they could be produced by merely optical illusion, and 
personally I am as satisfied as to their abnormality, reality, and genuineness as I 
am satisfied that tha Thames flows beneath Loudon Bridge. 

T offer no opinion whatever as to what these strange phenomeua mean, Theories 
are generally much too hastily formed, and when ouce expressed they are liable to 
bias the judgment., I prefer, therefore, that for some time to come we devote our 
observations to the discovery of facts, knowing full well that in good time a 
suitablo theory, covering the whole ground of the phenomeua, will be evolved. 

To men of scieuce these phenomona should appeal for examination with over- 
whelming power, because if true they appear greatly to cxteud the recognised laws 
of physics and psychology, and open up a field of research which the philosophers 
and metaphysiciaus of all ages have but imperfectly examined, and respecting 
which they havo failed in arriving at any satisfactory and defiuite conclusion. 


THE DISCUSSION—FACT OR UNCONSCIOUS CEREBRATION ? 


The Chairman remarked that, although many of the public asserted 
Spiritualiam to be a delnsion, and said that it was a good thing that mediums 
wore prosecuted, those who said so had not investigated the subject. The 
persons who came into Spiritualism wore usually at first strongly opposed to 
it, but drawn in by the facts in opposition to their previous convictions. The 
paper just read showed how a man of a sceptical frame of mind, after giving 
twenty-four years’ attention to the subject, adhered to the conclusion that 
Spiritualism was founded upon facts, The only newspaper men he had met 
with who had abused the subject were those who wero so unacquainted with 
physics as to be unfit to take their seats iu his junior class on that subject, 
as a rule they had given no attention at all to the phonomena they had 
attempted to discredit. 

Mr. Morse wished to know whether the Research Committee of the National 
Association had had similar experiences to those of Mr. Barkas. 

The Chairman replied that as yet the experiences of the Committee had not 
been very good, the reason being that when they had to deal with living in- 
telligences they were obliged to conform to the conditions imposed, perhaps 
unnecessarily, by those intelligences, and not to substitute their own. Still, 
he hoped to report some good results. . f 

Mr, Morse had witnessed good manifestations a long time ago through tho 
mediumship of Miss Wood and Miss Fairlamb in Newcastle. At ono of the 
sittings a spirit which came out of the eabinet was iu some part dense and in 
others almost transparent. 

Mr. Thomas Shorter said that in many cases some part of a spirit was 
reported to form first, after which the rest grew round it. Iamblieus, one of 
the best authorities of ancient times on spiritual phenomena, spoke of these 
forms thus growing and disappearing. 

Mr. Camm stated that he believed in the phenomena, and that the result of 
his inquiries was that he was inclined to believe in the spiritual origin of the 
facts, but had not quite made up his mind, Hoe had been toa seance lately 
where the name of a town in which he was interosted was spelt out, and an 
allusion made to some businoss of his connected with that town. Nothing of 
this was known to the medium, nor were any ideas on the subject in his own 
mind at thetime. The name was alleged to be given by the spirit of a person 
still living in the body. Could this be accounted for on the unconscious cero- 
bration theory ? 


The Chairman remarked that unconscious cerebration was a horse whieh, 


sarrio inquirers a little way, and then dropped them; it would not cover all 
the facts. 

Mr. Morse asked whether it was known what was the physical condition at 
the time of the wan whose spirit professed to communicate? Was the body 
asleep, or in a trance? and had the man any knowledge of the business in 
hand? He thought that the production of spiritual manifestations depended 
upon the degroe of power of a particular spirit prosent, combined with the 
ability to produce the results. 

Mr. Camm replied that his friends woro secptical as to tho phenomena, and 
that they had never heard him mention the name of the town which had been 
spelt out through the mediumship of one of them. - 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Barkas, and to the secretary for reading the paper, 
was then passed, aud the mooting was adjourned until the evening, 


A PAPER BY MR, R. PEARCE.—ORGANISATIONS OF SPIRITUALISTS IN LONDON 
AND THE PROVINCES—SPIKITUALISM IN LONDON, LANCASHIRE, LIVERPOOL, 
MANCHESTER, HYDE, LEIGH, OLDHAM, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, BOLTON, ROCH- 
DALE, BARROW-IN-FURNESS, HALIFAX, SOWERBY-BRIDGE, KEIGHLEY, LREDS, 
BUDDERSYTELD, OSSETT, SHEFFIELD, HULL, GRIMSBY, SALTBURN-BY-THE-SEA, 
BISKOP AUCKLAND, NEW SHILDON, CIIRSTER-LE-STREET, SUNDERLAND, SOUTH 
SINBLDS, NEWCASTLE, CHOPPINGTON, GLASGOW, NOTTINGHAM, LEICESTER, 
NORTHAMPTON, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, CARDIFF, MERTHYR, LLANELLY, PLY- 
MOUTH, AND WEST CORNWALL, 


Ar the proceedings on Thursday evening, February 8th, Dr. C. Carter Blake, 


They were felt by four. 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


Fen. 16, 1877. 


Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy at Westminster Hospital, prosided, and Mr. 
Richard Pearce read the following paper :— 


In the present paper I purpose to speak of Spiritualists rather than of Spirit- 
ualism—that is to say, I do not intend to deal with the scientific or philosophic - 
phases of Spiritualism, but merely to give a cursory survey of its outward aspect 
as a movement, to speak of the number of its adherents, their methods of action 
(whether as investigators or propagandists), and especially of the orgauisation of 
Spiritualists, both general and local. 

‘Looking at the movement as a whole, I think we may derive much eucourage- 
ment from the advance it has made in reeent years. There can be no doubt that 
the number of Spiritualists is rapidly increasing, both in Londou and the pro- 
vinces. The attitude of the outside world in itself proves that much advance has 
beeu made; instead of being treated with contempt or sileut toleration, with an 
occasional silly tirado from one or other of the public journals, we have uow two 
powerful classes arrayed against us in active oppositiou—the religious aud scicu- 
tific worlds, When we consider that scieuce has loug beeu looked on as the arch- 
enemy of religion by the official dignitaries and representatives of the latter, it is 
eminently suggestive of the present status of Spiritualism to find parsons and 
professors joining hauds to crush it and persecute its followers. ‘Lhe attitude uow 
taken by these bodies will surely be a matter for surprise and wonder iu tle 
future, when Spiritualism has overcome the ignorance, prejudice, aud bigotry uow 
surrounding it, and stauds out elearly in the fulness of its own light; it will then 
be seen that, instead of being the opponent of religion, Spiritualism comes as a 
powerful instigator to religious life and practice, and is capable not only of in- 
fusing fresh life and vigour into systems fast losing their former power and influ- 
ence, but of stamping anew, with the seal of authenticity, the spiritual facts which 
are tho basis of all religions, To scieneo also our cause may be a powerful 
auxiliary; for the Spiritualist, too enlightened to look on the scieutific man, in 
his proper domain, as adverse to spiritual growth, will welcome him as an ally in 
the eause of human advancomeut, and, actively co-operating with him, will opeu 
up new fields of work worthy of the highest powers of man’s intellect. 

But while we see Spiritualism making rapid strides, aud gathering such in- 
hereut strength as to arouse strong feelings of antagonism, we become seusible of 
the need, on our part, of firmness aud increased zeal and activity, individually and 
collectively. And if Spiritualism is to pass through a crisis which will test: our 
strength to the uttermost, it is necessary that we should look within our move- 
ment, and know our weak points as well as our strength. In doing this, I do not 
think we have cause for unmixed satisfaction. Itis gratifying to know that our 
ranks are being constantly recruited by men of a degree of intelligence, command- 
ing the respect of the world, and that the phenomena have reached phases which 
ehallenge the investigation of meu of the highest social, literary, and scientifie 
standing, yet I thiuk we have within us sources of weakness which call for our 
serious cousideration. Oue of these,in my opiuion,is that we are not united. 
“ Unity is strength,” but Spiritualists are divided iuto factions, and although tho 
various sections are all working earnestly, and all have one common object, we 
have no common actiou; thus, uot only our work as Spiritualists, but our power 
of resisting persecution, is weakened. 

Woe havo bocu told that organisation is not in harmony with the principles of 
Spiritualism, that a spiritual work eannot bo carried on by ordinary material 
agoncies, and a whole host of evils are held up to our view as the ouly sure fruit 
which can result from any attempt at the organisation of Spiritualists; a great 
deal, however, of what has been said and written on this question is very con- 
flicting and indefinite, and not at all applicable to any plan which has been sug- 
gested or attempted. 

Organisation is but systematic co-operation, and when we consider tho struggles 
which Spiritualism will have to make, the difficulties to be encountered, and the 
powerful combinations which may be brought against us, it is evidont that wo ou 
our side caunot work efficiently uuless we do so as a uuited body, joined in one 
firm alliance, not only that we may be better able to encounter our opponents, but 
also for our mutual aid and encouragement, for the more effectual dissemination of 
those truths which are destined to accomplish a great. and good work, and that 
we ourselves may be in the best condition to receive the further evolution from 
the spirit world of those faets and teachings which, when accepted and assimilated 
with our lives, make and constitute us Spiritualists. But whilst I firmly believe 
in “ friendly united action,” “ systematic eo-operation,” or“ organisation ” (call it 
what you will), I distinctly repudiate all idea of opposition to any individual, or 
any class of Spiritualists. There is no worker, or any section of workers, within 
our ranks to whom I eannot give my hearty goodwill, no party in the broad field 
of Spiritualism with whom I eould not work in the most friendly manuer, As 
Spiritualists we can work to the fullest extent individually, each doing as seemeth 
to him best, carrying out each our owu hobbies, or acting up to the best and 
noblest of our inspirations, and yet we cau and should be all joined in friendly 
union for the general good of the whole, I believe this can be doue without con- 
flictiug with any plan of work now in operatiou—without stifling in any degrco 
our sense of individual responsibility, or curtailiug our spheres of personal usec- 
fulness. Further, I think we have a basis for such friendly uuion and co-operation 
already in oxistence in the British National Association of Spiritualists, under 
whose auspices we have to-day met together. 

It is with this belief that I give some particulars of the associative and other 
work which is being earried on, and I venture to hope that such information may 
be of interest to those attending this Confereuce, and that it will assist iu bring- 
ing about a better understanding of the most effective means to promote the 
general welfare of our cause. 

I should here, as a matter of duty, express my grateful acknowledgments to tho 
many frieuds who have so kindly responded to my application and supplied me 
with information, with free liberty to use the same in this paper. Many of whom 
I before merely knew the uames, I now look on as personal friends, so inaly has 
been the spirit with which I have been met in my attempt to gather reliable data 
as to the progress of Spiritualism and the various modes of action adopted for the 
dissemination of its facts and teachings. 

As I have already indicated, my object is only to deal with the outer aspects of 
Spiritualism ; I would, however, say to those whose knowledge of the subject is 
but slight, that all which is most worth knowing and most worth seeking for, is 
that which is most hidden. It is only in private home eircles that the higher 
phases of Spiritualism beeome apparent, aud its teachings best understood. No 
idea of its truo beauty aud utility is to be gained until its inner life is reached, 

Formed in 1873, in accordauce with a resolutiou passed at a National Confer- 
once of Spiritualists held in Liverpool, the British National Association of 
Spiritualists has steadily and surely advanced on a career of public usofulness; 
it may be said to be now iu good working order, and has several hundred members 
scattered over all parts of the kingdom, aud has also corresponding members in 
all parts of the world. Working solely with a view to the good of Spiritualism, 
its ecoustitution is so framed as to preveut any undue centralisation of power, or 
the assumption of authority by any one individual, Friends uow visiting these 
rooms for the first time will see that the Association is installed in a comfortable 
home, and also that it has large and valuable reference aud leudiug libraries. 

These rooms, open daily, afford visitors and inquirers faeilitics not to be had 
elsewhere. As an instauce of the special work of the Association, I would refer to 
the labours of its Research Committee, who are earrying ou inquiries of tho 
utmost interest and value; there have been also tho free séances, provided by tho 
liberality of Mr. Blackburn, which have giveu means for investigation under tho 
most favourable conditions. The monthly soirees of the Association not only give 
opportunities for the exchange of personal views and for frieudly intorcourse, but 
also serve as ono of the best means of initiating inquirers into our movement. ‘Ihe 
moral effect which the Association has had canuot well be estimated, and the 
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influence it has thus exerted has been beneficial to’all Spiritualists, of what- 
ever class or locality, It aims at the good of all, its spirit is friendly to all, and I 
hope this same friendly spirit will be evinced towards it by all classes of our 
fellow-workors. Ihave not now time to enter into suggestions for the further 
extension of its work, I may only say that it rests with those who have not yet 
identified themselves with the Association to reciproeate its advances; the best 
means of carrying this co-operation into further practical use can be best ascer- 
tained when common interest in the Association has first been secnred, and 
common wants made known. : , , 2 

Four of our local societies have already entered into alliance with the British 
National Association, the Dalston and Brixton Societics in London, and the Liver- 
pool and Cardiff Societies. ee. . 

Of the London local societies the oldest is the Dalston Association of Inquirers 
into Spiritualism, established in 1870. It holds experimental seances weekly, the 
last meeting in each month being usnally of a special character. It offers many 
advantagos to its own members, and initiated a plan for reciprocating privileges 
between members of different societies. It has also an excellent library. This 
society is carrying on a very useful work, aud owes much to the energy of its 
able honorary secretary, Mr. Thomas Blyton. At present it has nine lifo mem~ 
bers, 29 honorary members, and 29 ordinary members. Mr. Blyton, who has had 
much experience in Spiritualism says: “ Propagandism is, in my opinion, advi- 
sable so far as enconraging home investigation, for which purpose every information 
is afforded by this Association, and at the present time an attempt is being made 
to arouse attention to the snbject by distributing printed information broadeast in 
this district.” The rooms of the Association aro at 74, Navarino-road, Dalston. 

The Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism holds its meetings at 
25, Great Qnebec-sireet. It was fonnded several years since, but was reorganised 
last year. With rather more than a hundred members, it is carrying on good 
practical work. It holds free séancea for members on Mondays, Weduesdays, and 
Thursdays ; free lectures and discussion meetings on Tnesdays and Fridays, and 
seances, for admission to which a slight charge is made, on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Thus it will bo seen that it works well and deserves our best wishes. 

Tho Brixton Psychological Society was formed in 1871, and at present has 86 
members. Mr. H. E. Francis, the honorary secretary, informs me that seances 
are held with known mediums, and some excellent manifestations have been 
obtained. Monthly discussion meetings are held, and are fairly attended. 
Attempts hitherto to form deycloping cireles among members have not becn very 
successful. Private seances are held by some of the members at their own homes, 
in one case with remarkable results. 

For many years Mr. Cogman, an earuest worker, who has lately passed from us, 
did much for the cause of Spiritualism in the Last End of London. His work is 
being ably continned by Mr. E. W, Wallis, at the East End Spiritual Institution, 
15, St. Peter’s-road, Mile End. Services are held every Sunday evening, with 
free admission, and are well attended, Developing circles are held on Monday 
evenings, aud open circles on Wednesday evenings, for admission to which a 
quarterly subscription is payable. an 

Attempis to carry on work of a similar kind, or to form local societies, have at 
various times been made in other parts of London, but for some reason they have 
never reached a permanent form. 

It would probably be difficult to estimate the extent to which Spiritualism is 
indebted te Mr. J. Burns and the agencies of the Spiritual Institntion, South- 
ampton-row. Mr. Burns’s name will ever be connected with the causo of 
Spiritualism in this conntry, and I cannot bnt admire the energy and veal with 
which he has devoted his life to his work. He has dono mnch, amoug other 
means, by the publication of cheap literature, and 1 need only further refer, in this 
summary, to the Sunday services held at Doughty Hall under his management, 
With a “ free hall” aud a“ free platform” these incetings have been a boon to 
a number of London Spiritualists. 

We have in London excellent professional mediums, through whose mediumship 
ocenr wonderful physicn phenomena. I may specially meution Mr. Willie 
Eglinton and Mr. C. E. Wiliams; wo have, also, good mediums of other kinds. 
There is one whom we may claim for London who stands unique in this country, 
and of whom we are justly proud, and esteem as mnch for his personal qualities as 
for his value as a “servant of the spirits "—Mr. J.J. Morse. 1 should not leave 
this brief notice of London mediums without referring also to the work of healing 
represented by Dr. Mack and Mr. Ashman. 

‘There are four distinct degrees of local organisation adopted by our couutry 
friends. Of these the most gencral in its operations is the District Committe ; 
then we have societies; next “cireles” held regularly at stated intervals; and 
lastly, the ‘ Institutional” plan. Tho first-meutioned of these methods was 
originated by the formation of the Lancashire District Spiritualist Committee. 
For the following particulars of this committee I am indebted to Mr. John Hartley, 
of Hyde. It consists of an executive of six members, two secretaries, a treasurer, 
and a geucral body of district representatives to the number of about forty, who 
all refign office quarterly, At some of the quarterly conferences as many as 
eighty represcutatives have been elected; there are no ‘rules ” or “ members.” 
Its busiuess is carried on by propositions approved at tho quarterly conferences, 
and by the minntes passed at the various mectings of the execntive. The cou- 
ferences are held on the first Sundays in February, May, August, and November 
respectively, with intermediate meetings if necessary ; thoy are attended by repre- 
sentatives from north-east, cast, and mid Lancashire, north Cheshire, and north 
Derbyshire. At each conference representatives from the various towus and 
villages are elected for the next ensuing quarter, and from these are chosen the 
president, secretaries, treasurer, and exccutive, who take in hand the management 
of the movement and follow up the work of their predecessors. The executive 
meet once a month, or ofteuer if necessary, and arrauge for meetings to be held in 
the several towns and villages in the beforc-uamed districts, and appoiut repro- 
sentatives to act in those places to arrange the preliminaries of the meetings to be 
held; the executive also provide the speakers. One of the representatives thus 
appointed (of whom there are usually four or five for each place) is tho corre- 
sponding secretary, who attends every meeting; he forwards a statement of tho 
receipts and expenditure at such meetiugs to the general secretary, and the sur- 
plus of the proceeds (if any) to the treasurer. Should there be a loss, which is 
usually the case, the corresponding secretary advances the money at the time, and 
gets repaid by the treasurer. The meetiugs are always best atteuded in places 
where no meetings on Spiritualism have been held before, and a second, third, or 
fonrth meeting rids then: of the lower clements, the residue being people of intelli- 
genco. Recent mectings have been very successful, and a permanent footing has 
been gained in many places, amongst which Mr. Hartley mentions Stockport, 
New Mills, Glossop, and MiddIcton. As a rnle the mectings do uot pay expenses, 
but leave a loss of from 20s. to 50s., except when a local speaker takes the plat- 
form free of charge. Great difticnlty is met with through want of funds; there 
are sufficient speakers for the present work, but if more funds were at the dis- 
posal of the committee, a great deal more work would be accomplished, The loss 
arising from the meetings has to be made up by the local Spiritualists; as a reservo 
from which such loss may be partly met, a “ guarantee fund ” has been formed, 
and which is for about £30 per annum for five years. The committee has a plan 
for the distribution and salo of Spiritual literature; at all meetings held under its 
auspices there are books for salé aud other literature for free distributiou. ‘The 
works of Mr. A. R. Wallace and Mr. W. Crookes are the principal ones sold. 

Taking the varions towus in which Spiritualism is most known, in the best 
order I can as to locality, i will start from Liverpool, where, for many years, the 
movement has had a firm hold. This town has an efficient organisation in the 
Liverpool Psychological Society, which has at present about fifty members, a 
number which appears to be less than the past average. Some members lave 
ec ntly withdrawn on account of an alteration in the rules, by which member's 
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subscription has been raised from 4s. to 10s. per aunum. The energy of the 
society appears at present to be concentrated on its Sunday leetures at Meyer- 
beer Hall. There are no professional mediums at Liverpool, but eight or’ ten 
private ones, somo of whom are very good; mauy private séances are hold. A 
correspondent says there are “thousands” of Spiritualists in the town, but they 
are divided and do not work well together. ‘Fhe conference held in 1873, at which 
the resolntion was passed for the formation of a National Association, was con- 
vened by the Liverpool Psychological Society, and the two Associations have 
always been in alliance. 

In Manchester, also, there have been many carnest workersfor years past. Oue 
of these, Mr. R. Fitton, informs me that some seven or cight years ago himself 
and a few others resolved to bring Spiritnalism more to the front in Manchester, 
by holding meetiugs fer the reading of ossays, and for lectures and discussious, to 
which the public were invited; the result was the formation of a committee, aud 
the work was extended to holding séances and public mcetings for trance-speaking 
on Sundays; still later (in 1873) these friends wore consolidated into the Mau- 
chester Association of Spiritualists, when a prospectus and rules-were drawn up. 
This socioty has abont forty members, who pay a quarterly subscription of one 
shilling ; they are entitled to the use of the library of the Association, which con- 
tains abont 100 volumes of the best of the Spiritnal literatnre. The pnblic mect- 
ings of the Association are held at the Temperance Hall, Grosvenor-strect, on 
Snnday afternoons. Many eircles are held in private families, and there is a large 
number of Spiritualists in the city. Mr, Fitton gives no cstimate of their number, 
but another eorrespondent puts them down as 300 or 400. Four public trance- 
speakers reside in or near Manchester—Mr, Jackson, Mr. Jobnson, Miss Barlow, 
and Miss Hall. These, like all provincial mediums, with one or two exceptions, 
can hardly be called “ professional mediums,” as, although they are engaged for 
public speaking by the various local societies, they only take a small fec for their 
services, or receive payment of travelling expenses. 

The following particulars of the early days of Spiritualism in Hyde, ucar Man- 
chester, are from Mr. Hartloy :—“ Some seven years ago Hyde first commenced its 
public investigation into Spiritualism; at that time its wpholders had nano of the 
advantages of to-day-~-no books, pnblicatious, or weekly organs of the movemeut 
to cnable them to persevere in their inquiries; it appeared to be intuitive on the 
part of the sitters, for nonc knew the peculiarities of the physical manifestations, 
yct the results were marked with a degree of snccess which È belicve the Research 
Committee of the National Association has not yet attained. It would be impos- 
sible, in a short letter, to give anything like a detailed description of the progress 
of spiritual manifestations in those early days. The uowspapers were fully occu~ 
pied for months discussing the snbject pro and een, and although nothing de- 
finite was arrived at, it gradually got to be a settled opinion that there ‘ was 
something in this Spiritualism.’ ts adhereuts were subjocted at the time to 
various insults from the clergy, as well as from the populace, threatened on 
„one hand, hooted and anatbematised on tho other; but they were so fully con~ 
viuced of the reality of the strauge manifestations, that tho threateuing of a few 
dominant clergy, and the shoutsof au ignorant mob, did not make them forsake the 
truth and the evidence of their senses, The manifcstations were of every phaso 
that I, so far, have sceu, read, or heard of; we had clairvoyance, elongation of 
the body, materialisations, and other forms of mediumship, which appear strango 
to the ordinary mind. With one medium, when iu the trance condition the hair on 
his head was like a stiff brush, if it was pressed down it sprang back to its wire- 
like tension; at tho same time his whole body was similar to an inanimate object 
charged with electric fluid. The gift of healing was much developed amongst tlio 
sitters. The splendid pocms and orations given through one medinm were re- 
markable for their fluency and perfect grammatical construction, although the 
medium, in his normal state, was an ordinary workman, but with a well-balanced 
head.” At the present day there are said to be about a dozen promiucut 
Spiritualists in Hyde, and perhaps a hundred more who do uot publicly declare 
themselves as such. Mr, Hartley further adds :—“ I think it very necessary that 
something should be known of the movement in the provinces. L should indeed 
be glad if all provincial Spiritualists wonld ge hand in hand with the British 
National Association of Spiritualists.” 

In Leigh Spiritualism is promincntly brought before the public by the Leigh 
Spiritualist Associatiou, which uumbers twenty members. Å has no rules, mem- 
bers aro admitted at the ordinary meetings, aud execntive officers are elected 
quarterly. Many public meetings, discussions, and lectures have been held dur- 
ing the past year ; the chief opposition met with comes from the local dissonting de- 
nominations. Mr. F, Furner says: “ It is difficult to advise as to the best method of 
propagandism. Considerable sums of money have bcen spont in our effort here to 
spread a knowledge of the subject; lectures (normal and trance), discussions, séances 
with professional mediums, the distribution of literature, all have been tried, only 
to meet with the most bitter opposition and ridienle from the religious bodics.” 
Mr. heal says there are tifty Spiritnalists in Leigh and an area of three miles 
ronna. 

Oldham is one of the strongholds of Spiritualism, Mr. T. Kershaw and Mr. 
Samuel H. Quarmby have both pnblicly stated that there are two thonsand per- 
sons in tho town who believe in spirit communion, The latter gentlemau, who is 
secretary to the Oldham Society of Spiritualists has repeated that estimate to me, 
and furnished me with the following particulars of the society. It has no system 
of membership aud norules. The committee for tle time being iustitute a course 
of action which is liablo to be altered or confirmed by the next. The fact of 
attending the meetiugs and contribnting in any way to the expenses, constituti s 
membership. A committce with chairman, treasuror, and seeretary are olected 
usually half-yearly. ‘Trance and normal speakers are engaged weekly, physical 
mediums occasionally, and literature is distributed. The meetings are usually 
atteuded by about a hundred persons, but this number is increased to three or four 
hundred when the meetings are of a special kind. Mr. Quarmby speaks strongly 
in favour of propagandism, if carried on jndiciously. He says much injury has 
been done by foolish undeveloped mediums. A wise intermixinre of normal 
speakers with the bost trance mediums, and the distribution of literature, has worked 
well in Oldham. 

From Ashton-under-Lyne I have a very different report. The society which 
oxisted here has been broken up. On the 19th Nevember last a mob attacked tho 
Spiritualist mecting room; the stairs and landing were carricd by assault, but foiled 
in their attempt to force the room, the disturbers remained an hour singing hymns, 
when the police arrived. On tho previous Sunday, while the usual mecting was 
being held, the door was forced iu, although a police officer was in attendance to 
prevent a disturbance. Tho professing Spiritualists had not the courage to stand 
opposition of this kind, aud the meetings ceased. 
in Bolton the state of affairs is far more encouraging. The Bolton Spiritualist 
Association has thirty members, and a suitable room in which mectings are held 
twice on Sundays. The afternoons are devoted to séances, aud the evenings to 
sluging, prayer, and addresses. ‘he speakers aro planned in advance cach 
quarter by the secretary. Mr. David Cordingley, who has furnished me with these 
articulars, writes as follows: ‘We have becu steadily inereasiug ever since we 
ormed ourselves into an association. We have no rules of any deseription ; 
those are members who snbscribe monthly. We appoint qnarterly a committee, 
treasurer, and secretary, who mauage all our business, and see to the respecta- 
bility of the members. All are on an equality; there is no envy, no suspicion, 
and we have so succeeded in making our Spiritualism a thiug of joy that it ig 
rarely a member is ubseut from our Sunday gatheriugs. ‘We have no professional 
mediums, but we have two good trauce speakers, through whom we receivo 
Spiritualism of a high order, aud above a suleable value. Seances are held two 
oy three times a week. During the early days of our Association we cugaged 
mediums, but found the plan expensive and uuprofitable; we changed our system 
of dependence on others to one of reliance on ourselves, and have found it much 
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better in every way. We get all the Spiritualist literature we ean afford to buy. 
in summer we make picnics to favourite spots in the neighbourhood, and have 
tea parties and entertainments in the winter, We aim at clevating ourselves and 
cach other, aud delight to mect and conduce to each other’s happiness as much as 
possible.” From the foregoing I should judge the Bolton friends to be a happy 
community, and think they set a good example. 

‘In Rochdale the Spiritualists have no public placo of meeting. One was taken 
for three mouths, but was badly supported by those who should have assisted. 
A friend writes: ‘There are a good many private eircles—I should say twenty 
—in our town and neighbourhood, and I believe they are doing a good work. l 
have no idea of the number of Spiritualists here; there are not a few who believe 
but do not make it publicly known.” Rochdale and tho other Lancashire towns 
l havc named work in union with the district committee. 

There are several other places in Lancashire in which Spiritualism is making 
much progress, but L have particulars only from ono of them—Barrow-in-Furness. 
lero four circles are regularly held, and some good mediums are in process of 
development. Mr. J. Walmsley writes as follows: “The mode we have adopted 
has been to introduce Spiritualism personally whevever we havo opportunity, 
and to advise all inquirerg to sit at home and investigate for themselves. We 

‘have had Mr, Morse here twice; Mrs. Scattergood and Miss Longbottom cach 
twice, and three lectures from Dr, Sexton. Three thousand persons listened 
afternoon and evening to the ladies, so the subject is well known here. We have 
. about twenty-five believers, but many more are favourable to it, and would join 
us did we form a society. There are also Spiritualists at Dalton, at Ulverston, 
and at Millom in Cumberland.” 

In Yorkshire there are, perhaps, more Spiritualists in Halifax than in any other 
town. The Halifax Psychological Society has fifty members. It has no rules, 
but persons wishing to join, subscribe their names in the members’ book, and pay 
a subscription of not less than one shilling per quarter. Public sorvices are held 
on Sundays, for which purpose a room is fitted wp with platform, seats, and organ, 
and licensed in the same way as the chapels of dissenting religious denomina- 
tions. There is great opposition just now by the various religious bodies in the 
shape of mock séances, &c. It is also said that a recent prosecution has done 
much harm to the cause of Spiritualism in Halifax. Miss Longbottom and Mr. 
Blackburn are public mediums, and there are five or six ether mediums good for 
private circles, of which there are several in the town. Mr. Longbottom, the 
secretary of the society, thinks there are 150 Spiritualists in the borough. He 
speaks in favour of the distribution of “Rules to form Spirit Cireles,” and of en- 
couraging home investigation. In addition to the Psychological Society there is 
also in Halifax a society of Christian Spiritualists. 

At Sowerby Bridge, two miles from Halifax, there is tho Sowerby Bridge 
Spiritualists Lyccum, with about forty members. The secretary, Mr. E. Broad- 
bent, writes: “ We chiefly carry out Andrew Jackson Davis’s instructions as rc- 
gards the Lyceum and the clection of officers and their duties. We hold school 
morning and afternoon on Sundays, and services in the evenings. I should think 
there arc 100 Spiritualists in this district, say within an area of two miles.” 

At Keighley, the local society is called the Spiritual Brotherhood Lyceum, and 
las frem seventy to eighty members, The rules of this society provide for a 
committee of ninc, of whom one-third retire each quarter, but may be re-clected. 
Applications from persons wishing to become members are considered by the coni- 
mittee, and their dectsion as to clection is laid before the next following quarterly 
general meeting. There is no fixed amount of subscription—members contribute 
according to their inclination or ability, and sufficient funds are generally forth- 
coming. Meetings are held regularly on Sundays, morning and evening; the 
Hall scats 150 persons, and tho meetings are well attended, people coming regu- 
larly a distance of four or five miles. Occasionally the Mechanics’ Hall is 
engaged for special lectures; it holds 1,300 or 1,400 people, and is usually 
filled. As with respect to several other places, I have not been able to get a 
close estimate of the number of local Spiritualists; Mr. Tillotson, the sceretary to 
the Lycoum, says, in Keighley “there are a few hundreds.” 

In Leeds Spiritualism does not seem to occupy so good a position as it formerly 
did. here is no socicty, and although there are several Spiritualists in the 
town they are not, according to my information, united or known to cach other. 
There are a few regular circles held. 

The town of Huddersfield will be familiar to you on account of the recent prose- 
cation thero of Dr. Monck. A correspondent writing on the 14th December, says, 
« Wo have no organisation here; some years ago thero were monthly meetings 
held, and there was also a library, but both have been discontinued. X am not 
aware that any meetings are now held.” 

At Ossett, near Wakefield, there is a Spiritual Institute, managed by a com- 
mittee, and which has existed four years. Mr, Charles Hallgath says there are 
about fifty known Spiritualists in Ossett and Gawthorpe. “A few working men 
who are keeping Spiritualism before the public. We now its truth, and we want 
others to know it also,” 

From Sheffield there eomes an encouraging report. It is said that twelve months 
ago there wore only two or threo Spiritualists in the town; now there is a soviety 
with thirty members, who pay a small quarterly subscription. Seances are held at 
the homes of members, who meet quarterly to report progress. 

In Hull there is a Spiritual Institution under the proprictorship of Mr. Bland. 
It docs not, however, seem to flourish, although Mr. Bland deserves to meet with 
better success, There is a small library at the institution for members, and seduces 
ave held weekly. There appear to be but few Spiritualists in the town, and these 
have no unity of action. 

At Grimsby, on the other side of tho Humber, three or four circles meet rogu- 
larly, but the few local Spiritualists arc divided by petty jealousies. 

There are about twenty believers in Spiritualism in Saltburn-by-the-Sea, and 
about fifty who lean towards it. There is a strong feeling against tle movement 
on the part of the orthodox party. Mr, J. R. Summers says, “1 was the person 
who introduced Spiritualism into Saltburn, and although it was five ycars ago, I 
am to this day looked on ag the devil of the place.” : 

There are a number of Spiritualists in Darlington, where there is a Spiritual 
Institute, but I have been unable to obtain any particulars, 

In Bishop Auckland the Spiritualists do not scem to get on well with their 
public work. The local society, the Bishop Auckland District Association of 
Spiritualists, is about to be dissolved on account of membors falling off. Lee- 
tures and seances have beon held for a long time past, butit has been difficilt to 
gel sufficient interest taken in them to guarantee a continuance of them. Mr. 
Gibson, the secretary of the society, says there are 200 or 800 Spiritualists within 
the town andaradius of sixmiles round. Writing from New Shildon, Mr. John Mons- 
forth states that there are ‘about a thousand ” Spiritualists in the locality, includ- 
ing Old and New Shildon, West Auckland, Bishop Auckland, &c. Meetings are 
held on Sundays in the Co-operative Hall, Old Shildon, for which a few friends 
pay a rental of about £16 a year. Week-night moetings are also held. The local 
workers meet with much persecution and opposition. 

Chester-le-street is a collicry district, and for promoting Spiritualism there is 
the Chester-le-strect District Committee, formed in June last. About twenty 
circles arc reguyarly held in the neighbouring villages, and there are saidto be 200 
local Spiritualists. The majority of these appear to be hard-working men and 
very earnest Spiritualists. 

In Sunderland there was once a socicty of Spiritualists, but through some dis- 
cord it ceased. Mr. John Rutherford informs me that two private circles meet 
overy week,and there are five private mediums, “three of whom may be classed 
as good for demonstrating the truth of Spiritualism to otbors.”- In his opinion 
propagandism is highly advisable. After a lecture in the town by Mr. Morse great 
interest was manifested, and arun made on tho books on Spiritualism in the free 
library. Mr. Rutherford states that there are about seventy Spiritualists in the town. 


LHe also gives along list of books on Spiritualism which are in the Corporation 
Free Library, and tho library of the Working Men’s Co-operative Stores. 

In South Shields there is no society of Spiritualists, but there is a local 
“ Cirele,” with a president, secretary, and treasurer. Itis limited to 20 members, 
which number might bo doubled at any time if desired. Applicants for member- 
ship have to attend fora probationary period of one month, at the end of which 
time they are permanently admitted, if a majority of members vote in their favour. 
Three meetings are held weekly, one of which is devoted to obtaining materialisa- 
tions, with good results, The medium is Mr. W. H. Lambelle. There are other 
smaller circles in South Shields, and the local Spiritualists are said to number 50, 
there being also an equal number in North Shields. Investigation is carried on 
with a great deal of seerecy. 

l now come to Newcastle-on-Tyne, which, as regards Spiritualism, is one of 
the most impertant places in the kingdom. I am indebted to Mr. H. A. Kersey 
for the following particulars of the movement here. The local organisation is 
called the “ Neweastle-on-Tyne Society for promoting Inquiry into Modern 
Spiritualism,” which may be justly said to be ta somewhat cumbrous title.” Tho 
Spiritualists proper would like to alter it, but this is opposed by members who aro 
investigators only, so the matter is never pressed toa division. At a recent 
meeting of the Dalsten Association, Mr. G. R. Tapp reforred to the fact of there 
being always new friends at the meetings; the same thing eame under my notice 
at the late Clerkenwell Society—each succeeding quarter there would be many new 
members, and yet the yearly average was always about the same. Mr. Kersey 
speaks of a similar fact occurring at Newcastle with the society there. For tho 
year ending 80th September last, the first quarter bogan with 59 members and 
ended with 51; tho second quarter began 71 and ended with 53; the third with 78 
and ended with 52; and the last quarter began with 85 and ended with 47. 
Members investigate for a time, and then leave for a variety of causes; some get 
satisfied, others continuo to investigate privately ; but, says my correspondent, one 
thing is agreeably certain, that Spiritualism is fast spreading in Newcastle outside 
the society. There are a great many who, though they do not subscribe to the 
society, frequently attend its lectures, &c. At the last annual meeting the eom- 
mittee were desired to devise some means to keep these outside friends connected 
with the society, and it is thought probable that there will be two classes of 
membership—one with a mere nominal subscription, while the contribution for 
ordinary membership would remain ag at present, 5s. per quarter, which provides 
for two seances per week. At present the society has no formulated rules, but is 
guided by the various minutes passed from time to time. The committee and 
officers are clected annually, and they appoint sub-committces for special duties. 
The society provides seances, encourages developing circles, holds leetures every 
Sunday, and frequently on week nights, with trance and normal speakers, dis~ 
tributes literature, promotes social gatherings, and adopts other means by which 
people may be induced to investigate Spiritualism. Mr. Kersey says the success 
of the society has been great; whilst it struggled on for years in obscurity it laid 
a foundation on which to build in the future, and it is the parent of all the 
circles about the locality for miles round. There are fonr public mediums in 
Newcastle—Miss C. Wood, Miss A. Fairlamb, and Mrs. Petty, and her son Willic. 
There are also some excellent private mediums, and a number of private circles 
are held, Mr, Kersey further writes: “ Whilst thinking that public lectures are 
not without their value, I am decidedly of opinion that private advocacy and de- 
monstration go far further to convince sceptics than public meetings or seances, 
Private propagandism is more sure, though perhaps not so showy as the public ; 
your work is apparently more in detail, but the result is more certain. Ido not 
believe in sudden conversions—a sort of mental dram-drinking & fa Moody and 
Sankey—or that the effect of such is lasting. I am sorry I cannot answer your 
inquiry as to the number of Spiritualists in Newcastle, except to say those not 
connected with the secicty far outnumber those who are; the only guide I can 
give you, and that not a reliable onc, is that our lecture hall has on some occasions 
beon so full that we have had to lock tho doors and refuse further admittance. 
The hall seats 200 comfortably; count the number when packed, and you have 
some idea of the state of affairs. I may state that the society’s establishment 
consists of our lecture hall, with rooms for seances, committee meetings, &c. 
From another standpoint, the success of the socicty may be judged by the finan- 
cial statement, which, for our last year, showed that £216 had been expended in 
furthering the cause of Spiritualism.” 

Neweastle is also the centre of the North of England Conference Committee, 
formed on the same basis as the Lancashire committce, to promote co-operative 
effort and union amongst the numerous circles springing up in the other towns 
and the country round about. The Newcastle people heartily backed up this 
movement, and the surrounding districts elected representatives on tho committee, 
but have since declined to work with it—conscquently but little has been 
accomplished. 

At Choppington, ucar Morpeth, a society lag been recently formed. It has 
twenty-three members. Public mediums have been enguged and literature 
distributed. There are said to be seventy or eighty Spiritualists within a four 
miles radius, 

From here, for convenience, I go into Scotland. Spiritualism does not appear 
to thrive on Scotch soil. ‘There was at one time a Psychological Society in Edin- 
burgh, but it docs not scem to exist now. ‘he only place from which I have a 
report is Glasgow, frem whence Mr. J. Grown writes as follows:—‘I have not 
been practically engaged in the study and.pursuit of Spiritualism for the last two 
years, and am incapable of estimating at all correctly its present status in Glasgow. 
Judging from the organisation which exists here I cannot say that itis in a four- 
ishing condition. 1 know, however, from past experience that very considerable 
advance has been made in educating the public mind towards a more respectful 
recognition of the phenomena and claims of Spiritualism. It is now twelve yours 
since my attention was drawn to the subject in this city, and it was un exceedingly 
difficult matter to find anyono who in any way sympathised with the teachings or 
was acquainted with the manifestations. Now in a general sense it is different, 
and there are hundreds who, while thoy may not have allicd themselves with any 
association, are yet carnest and quict students, who have either openly declared 
their faith or are decidedly inclined towards a belief in Spiritualism, ‘The Asso- 
elation here, hewever, has never been a permancnt success; its prosperity has 
ever been on the ebb and flow, the rise and declino. At present it is not in tle 
ascendant, which, I think, is due to lack of good managomont and the attempt 
mado some time ago to constitute a religions service, to which the public, without 
discrimination, were invited. There are few known good mediums. Mr. Duguid 
is the onc most sought after, and has during the past ten years done more to make 
the manifestations popular amongst all classes of the community than anyone I 
know. Jam not disposed to think much of propagandism as beneficial. From my 
expericnce I should say that the circulation of the better class of the literature of 
the movement is the most efficient mode of accomplishing an ultimate change in the 
public fecling towards the movement. The formation of family circles I consider 
also a very important method of effecting a change in the public mind, but I do 
not think it well to expend much energy in the publie dobatc and proclamation of 
Spiritualism.” Mr. James Simpsen, the secretary of the Glasgow Asseciation of 
Spiritualists, informs me that there are somo seventy names on the list of the 
society’s members, but only thirty or forty of these are paying members, Ho 
regrets that the older Spiritnalists do not identify themselves more with the 
Association, and states that a number of very earnest men—of the working classes 
chiefly—form the present committec, and also that a great many strangers have 
come to the meetings during the past winter, anxious for information, as many as 
thirty or forty inquirers coming at one time. 

Coming south again, I find a largo number of Spiritualists in Nottingham. 
Those are divided into two bodies, who, though separated and distinct, are friendly 
to each other. The Nottinghain Spirittalists Society represents those who are called 
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the “ progressive party,” and there are also the Christian Spiritualists. The first 
named have about twenty-five members, The society has no definite rules, but 
an earnest desire to investigate, and the payment of not less than ove shilling per 
quarter, eonstitutes membership. Officers are elected half-yearly at special mect- 
ings. Meetings for trance addresses aro held on Sundays. Mrs. Hitchcock is the 
principal local public medium; this lady has been an earnest worker for over ten 
years. There are at least half-a-dozen private mediums, some ef whom have 
given excellent tests in the trance at private sdances. Mr. J. Ashworth, who for 
many ycars has been one of the most active local workers, says with reference te 
propagandism, “ If we are iu possession of a great truth it seems to be our duty to 
put others in possession efit. I think, at the present time, by lectures,and by the 
wholesale distribution ef such information as will enable anxious inquirers to inves- 
tigate at their own hemes.” He estimates the Spiritualists in Nottingham and 
suburbs at about 200, Of the Christian Spiritualists there are about thirty enrolled 
members. Mr. J. W. Billson, in a kiud and interesting letter, writes :—'* We have 
no printed or written rules, but are guided by principles, and in case of difficulty, 
by instructions through our mediums. Membership consists ef agreement with 
our teachings and a desiro to co-operate in their furtherance. Wo have but few 
officers, whe are elected as circumstances require. Our namo somewhat explains 
our werk, and we havo meetings at our room, morning and evening, every Sunday 
for worship and instruction, and also on Wednesdays; on Tuesday evenings we 
meet for healing the sick. During tho summer months, for three years past, we 
have held onr Sunday morning meetings in the ferest about a mile from Notting- 
ham, and have had large and attentivo audiences.” Mr. Billseu also says there are 
numerous private seances, especially among the well-to-do classes. Ho thinks 
there are ‘‘ several hundred Spiritualists” in the district. The sub-editor of ono 
of the lecal papers is an ardent Spiritualist, and takes every eccasiou te defend the 
cause. 

Iu Leicester, there are said te be 500 Spiritualists. Whether this is an exaggerated 
estimate or not I cannot say, but wo seldom hear of anything worthy of special 
notice taking place in tho town. The Leicester Society for Promoting Investiga- 
tion into Spiritualism, has existed two years, and there are three trance mediums 
used for public speaking. ` 

A Northampton fricud, after consulting with ether loeal workers, estimates that 
there are at least 500 Spiritualists in thet town, but they have no society or 
organisation. There are four or five circles held regularly, each attended by from 
thirty to fifty persens, who in some cases pay a trifling subscription to defray any 
expenses incurred. It is also said that there are many privato seances held in the 
families ef the neighbouring gentry and well-to-do classes. 

I have long had tho idea that something radically wrong exists ameng the 
Spiritualists of Birmingham, of whom there are said te be about 400. Thore is 
no local organisation, but a working committee carries en Sunday lectures during 
the winter, and open air meetings iu the summer. Mr. R. Harper writes: ‘The 
work is exceedingly difficult te carry on at all, and progress is sufliciently slow to 
damp the ardour of the most enthusiastic worker. The effect of the lecturing is 
almost nil, both as regards the Spiritualists aud the public, and it is proposed to 
abanden it except in the open air during the summer. The meetings of last 
summer did each as much good as ten lectures within halls. About only from 
fourteen to forty of the Spiritualists here attend the ordinary lectures. I believe 
in propagandism, and that the best form is seances,and the second best printed 
matter, Iam clearly of opinion that wo have ten times too much lecturing of tho 
kind supplied, most of it being rubbish.” Apart from the work of the above 
committee there are meetings held at the United Christiau Spiritualists’ meeting 
room, the secretary being Mr. W. Dorks, who has boeu an earnest and hard- 
working Spiritualist for many years. 

Trom Bristol Mr. George Tommy writes as follows: *I regret to say that my 
report respecting Spiritualism in this city and neighbourhood will be extremely 
meagro and unsatisfactory, for the simplo reasou that for the present there 
appears to be a total suspensiou of any association iu connectiou with the move- 
ment. We established a society here about twelvo years ago, tho members of 
which numbered between tweuty aud thirty, but our great want at that time 
appeared to bea good medium, aud failing in this the interest gradually diminished, 
and the attendance fell off, the result being the breaking up of the society after 
an existenco of about eighteen months. Abont fonr years ago we reorganised 
our society somewhat on the same basis as before. We got on rather more satis- 
factorily for a time, and obtained some good manifestations, but some of the 
members were suspicious respecting the phenomena; this produced some un- 
pleasant fecling, resultiug in division, aud ultimately in the disruption of the 
society about twe years ago, since which time there has been uo association. I 
have no data on which te base an estimate of the number of private seances held, 
but judging from information 1 get occasionally iu different and semetimes unex- 
pected quarters, I believo private seances are held iua great many familics in 
Cliftou and other localities where they do not say much about it in public. With 
regard to propagaudism, so far as our locality is concerned, I think the time is 
hardly yet ripe for lectures, or any public manifestatious, on acceuut of the bitter 
hostility which exists, but I believe this is a phase which will soeu pass away, 
leaving the ground free for action. My own plan at present, wheu 1 mect with 
inquirers, is to recommend them to sit at home with a few friends iu order to 
test it for themselves, and I have found good results from this iu some cases.” 

Going into Wales I find a very unsatisfactory state of affairs in Cardiff. Vere 
are a number of Spiritualists in the tewn who do not avow themselves, and the 
society formed last year has met with very poor success owing to internal dis- 
sensions. It is about to be reconstituted, and I trust to some purpose, as fron: no 
other place have I heard of such want of unity as cxists at Cardiff. Mr. Emery, 
who has werked with energy aud tact for the society, says that perhaps 80 or 100 
Spiritualists might be got to attend a public meeting, but he thinks there are three 
times as mauy in the tewu who privately accept the facts. Mr. G. Sadler has 
been a devoted worker in tle cause. About a year ago he established a free 
library, and has since then lent works on Spiritualism te 180 different persons, 
and tho demand for books is increasing. He bas also given away a large amount 
of literature. His sen, Mr. E. G. Sadler, is kuowu as “tho Welsh physical 
medium.” 

Mr. J. T. Docton, of Merthyr Tydvil, writes :—“* We havo no society here. 
The Spiritualist community consists of private seances meeting in private houses, 
to which inquirers are admitted if they can get tho influence of some of the 
members, ‘here are cight circles kuown to me personally; each selects an officer 
or ‘conductor? and meets regularly. We havo half-a-dozen goed private 
mediums. IJ should judge the number ef Spiritualists in the town te be at least 
one hundred.” 

In Llanelly there are a number of Spiritualists, but they have ne organisation, 
a society which ouce existed having broken up for want of a place in which to 
hold meetings. Mr. J. F. Young has done much fer Spiritualism in the neigh- 
bourheod, and appears to be an enthusiastic worker. 

In the south and west of England Spiritualists are fewer. We hear eccasionally 
of meetings iu Brighton, Portsmouth, Southampten, and ether places. In Ply- 
mouth, Spiritualism has made some progress. Mr. Edward Snell, of Culver-park, 
Saltash, writes: “ I am not aware of any society of Spiritualists in the neighbour- 
hood. I think the sittings are confined to somo half. dozeu private circles in 
Plymouth and Devonport, where others, liko myself, have discovered the truth of 
Spiritualism by manifestations occurring in their ewn families. ‘Ihe parsons 
have directed public attention to the matter by denouncing it as devilish, and the 
prosecutions of Drs. Slade and Monck excite interest among people who otherwise 
would never have heard of Spiritualism. Recently Mr. Burns has been lecturing 
and Dr. Mack healing here.” In a later letter Mr. Snell says, “Whe canse has 
outlived ridicnlo here, and Iam no longer considered a fit candidate for Bodmin 
Lunatic Asylum. A well-kuowu solicitor who lives here, and who formerly cons 
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sidered me å mild kiud ef monomaniac, has discovered a powerful medium in the 
paon oi his only daughter, and new sits gravely down at dark seances in his own 
ouse. 

In West Cornwall there are twe or three Spiritualists, and I have heard of 
visitors holding seances at the Land’s End; here I may appropriately end my 
discursive ramble. J think I cannot do so better than by expressing a wish that 
the motto of this western county may bo adopted by Spiritualists in their efforts 
to make known the truth; it is, “One and AIL” 


THE DISCUSSION—SPIRITUALISM IN THE ISLE OF WIGIT—PROVINCIAL ORGANI- 
SATIONS—SPIRITUALISM IN GLASGOW, LANCASHIRE, BIRMINGHAM AND THE 
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AND NONCONFORMISTS—THE NON-RECEPTION OF SPIRITUALISM BY THE CELTS 
~—SPIRITUALISM, DISSENTERS, SHAKERS AND RANTERS—THE RECORDING OV 
SPIRITUALISTIC STATISTICS. 


A vete of thanks to Mr. Pearce, proposed by Mr. Regers, and seconded by 
Mr. Tapp, having been passed for the paper, 
` Mr. Thomas Shorter said: I have had te do in past years with the collect- 
ing ef Spiritualistic statistics, and can bear witness te the large amount ef 
labour centained in the paper which Mr, Pearce has read before us this 
evening; I think it would be valuable if all the infermatien contained in his 
paper were to be tabulated ; it would be well to recerd the number ef members 
contained in overy erganisation. Iam surprised that he has not furnished us 
with infermation frem Darlington, for there the first eonvention of Spirit- 
ualists was held. Again with regard to Nottingham, thero was once a 
Lyceum there for children. Is it alive now? What is the state of Spirit- 
ualism in the Isle of Wight and in the Channel Islands? Iwas in tho Islo 
of Wight last summer, and discovered, that there were seme good private 
circles there, and that Mr. Broderick isa very activo lecal worker, There 
aa discussiens occasionally in tho local papers, but no erganised society, I 

clieve. 

Mr. J. J. Morse : I hopo that the paper will be reprinted, because at present 
the people in one locality do net know what is going on in another.’ I ain 
continually traversing the ground which Mr. Pearce has gone over, and I do 
not think he has overstated the facts in any respect. He made remarks about 
lack of unity, but that want }of adhesion has its uses; there is internal lack 
of unity sometimes in the managing bodies themselves; there is also lack of 
unien with each othor in many instances of the various societies, When 
attempts are made to bring abeut union, lecal prejudices, ideas and interests 
come into conflict, Four of the chief societies in the country have entered 
inte alliance with the National Association of Spiritualists, and I wish all of 
them had done se, for by union and by becoming acquainted with each other 
the welfare of the whole causo is promoted. I think that there is a species of 
natural selection at work in the provinces, whereby the movoment, after all, is 
worked in the bost way. The “ institutional” plan speken of Ido not understand, 
for hew it differs from a local society my brains are unable to grasp; it is 
simply a rose by another name. The Lancashire District Union of Spirit- 
ualists works well. Cannot we enter into some eorrespondence with this 
cemmittee, to know whether assistance from us would be of use te it? Ido 
not agreo with Mr. Brown in what he says about Glasgow ; he may know more 
of details than I de, but I do not think Spiritualism is at a low obb there ; for 
instanco, a hundred and thirty people can be seated in the lecture hall 
belonging to the Glasgow seciety, which alse pessesses rooms ‘which are let 
off. They have, besides, regular Sunday services. Scotchmen know how 
to behave themselves, and I do not think that what wo cousider to bo good 
for oursolves is bad for the public, if we let them in te hear what is said. 
The society is not well sustained, but it has dono very useful work. Mr. 
James Bowman has dono a great deal for Spiritualism in Glasgew—(ap- 
plause)—and has sacrificed time, meney, and labour. He has also supperted 
Mr. Duguid; iu short, Mr, Bowman’s labours are beyond praiso. (Applauso. } 
Mr. Dugnid’s mediumship is of a very valuable character; there is nething 
to equal it in-Scotland, and it has done much te convince a very hard-headed 
class of the community of tho reality ef spiritual intervention in mundane 
affairs. Iam treating with the Glasgow seciety to lecture there next Sunday 
iu the Trades Hall, which will hold eight hundred people, and I de not think 
that a society which has had energy enough to de all this can be considered 
to be in low water, I am thorqughly acquainted with the state of Spiritualism 
in Newcastle. If Mr. Kersey had uot been se medest, he might have told Mr. 
Pearce that his disinterested labours have done very much indeed there to 
promote the welfare of the society. The old members ef the society laboured 
continually for the development of the two cclebrated mediums, Misses Wood 
and Fairlamb, and at first they had few manifostations ; but they feught the 
thing right through, and succeeded in develeping some of the most astound- 
ing phenemena connected with medern Spiritualism, A year ago their hall 
was in a bad state, but now it has been renevated. Mr, Harper speaks 
despairingly abont Birmingham, and, as he is a lecturer there, perhaps somo 
of his remarks abeut publie speakers rofer to his own utterances. There is 
division among Spiritualists there. I wasin Birmingham ten days ago, and 
en Sunday oveniug we had a good attendance in a largo hall; the collection 
was a large ene. Mrs. Gree works hard in Birmingham te premote tho 
interests of Spiritualism. AS regards Wales, I have had a little correspond- 


- enco with Cardiff Spiritualists, and altheugh they are ina dividod state, I 


think that the dissensions aro net of a very deep nature ; I have advised them 
to settle all these little matters at a goneral tea-meeting. In Llanelly Mr. 
Young has dene much. In Jersey Mr. J, de Carteret was my host; we held 
mectings in the Prince of Wales’s Assembly Roems in St. Helier’s, undor the 
presidency cf Lient.-Cel. Fawcett. Mcotings were alse held elsewhere, and 
these were the first meetings in connection with Spiritualism over held iu 
the Channel Islands. The people there are staunch Roman Catholics, who 
beliove themselves to be irrevocably in the right. The audienco in tho 
Assembly Rooms was a respectable ene, and one of the listeners suggested 
that the subjoct of the trance address from the spirits should be “The Herso 
which is to Win the next Derby.” Where such infermation is desired from the 
next world, it is evident that the spiritual soil wants ploughing up. Spirit- 
ualism is extending very much in the provinces. The external work of 
Spiritualism is only half equal te that which we sometimes see accomplished 
in the provinces, fer there it enters into the lives of the people—it is a vital 
reality governing their conduct. They eften say at public mectings that their 
lives have been fired with hely fervour by the new revelation, Four British 
secicties are werking in allianco with this Association. I should liko to sec 
all the others doing tho same. Let them tell us whether they wish co-oper- 
atien. Union is strength, disuuion is weakness, and we sheuld all cortainly 
gain by workiug togother, 

Mr. W. I. Harrison: I have beeu to many ef the places mentioned by Mr, 
Pearce, and before the National Associatien was formed gave closc aticntiou 
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for several years to tho influencos which govern the formation, breaking up, 
and permanency of Spiritualistic societies, When a society first forms in any 
locality, Spiritualists of all variotios of opinion work together; they are atthe 
outset glad to meot oach other, and to have opportunities of talking over sub- 
jects alien to the mind of the outside world. Asa local society gradually in- 
creases in power, and practical work has to be accomplished, the socioty tends 
to divide into two sections, the one consisting chiefly of critical people who 
aczept the facts of Spiritualism subject to the dictates of reason and logic, the 
othor consisting chiefly of emetional people who accept Spiritualism more asa 
matter of faith, and in whom the critical faculty is less developed. The latter 
helisve every word uttered by a tranco medium to come from a spirit, and do 
netl ike the undeniable circumstance to bo pointed out that the phrascology 
and grammatical construction of sentences coming from the mouth of the en- 
tranced medium are usually the same as his own, therefore that the communi- 
cations are in many cases—though not in all—to a large extont coloured by}the 
mentality of the medium. Aftor a time these two orders of mind find that 
they cannot work harmoniously together, and thoy at last separate. Such a 
separation ence took place in-the Dalston Society without any quarrelling, 
and a temporary new Association was started in the immediate neighbourhood, 
I know of two societies wherein this unavoidable state of division has been 
nearly reached, and any day we may expoct to hear news of the actual separa- 
tion, If anybody says that these two sections should work together in tho 
same society, he makes a mistake ; the mental food which suits the one 
does not suit the other, and the sooner they separate and work in their 
own ways the better. There is nothing to regret in the division, any more 
than wo should be sorry that a tree has many branches instead of one, and 
those who demand that both shall work in unity are simply demanding an 
impossibility—are demanding that one of the laws of the universe shall be 
broken, The seonor they scparate the better, rather than attempt 
to work together united by a jarring chain. By a process of 
natural law, which nobody can overcome, Spiritualists everywhere are 
separating into two great sections—into the critical and emotional orders 
of mind. It is not for me to pharisaically say that one of these orders 
of mind is superior to the other, but I do say that aftor the separation has 
taken place, both ought to work unitedly against tho common foe, against the 
darkness and ignorance outside, but without attempting to interfere in any 
way with each other’s management of their own particular organisations. The 
organisations formed by people of the critical order of mind are as a rale per- 
manent ; those formed by the emotional order bave a fleoting uncertain exist- 
ence. If tho numbers of the members in organisations, and other exact 
figures, contained in Mr. Pearce’s papor, could be tabulated, it would be good ; 
it is work of a kind which somo cemmittce of this Association ought to have 
censtantly in hand, and such tabulations should not be confined merely to 
societies existing in Great Britain. The other figures in the paper consisting 
of the opinion of one man as to the number of Spiritualists in his noighbour- 
hood, withont saying how many children ho includes, or what he moans by 
“ Spiritualists,” and whose guess would probably differ widely from that made 
by another Spiritualist living in tho same town, are comparatively worthless. 
Before sitting down I should like to say that I know of no evidonce of the 
reliability of Mr. Pcarco’s assertion that Spiritualism has cnemies in the 
clergy. So far as I know the clergy have been liberal in the oxtreme in the 
matter, and they take to Spiritualism far more quickly and naturally than do 
the ministers of dissenting denominations. Mr. Colley, recently curate of 
Portsmouth, and new chaplain to H.M.S. Malabar, has long publicly avowed 
his Spiritualism, yet ho has been in no way persecuted by the Church, The 
Rov. W. W. Newbould, Clerk in Holy Orders, is a member of the Council of 
this Association, and has not becn persecuted or annoyed in any way what- 
ever. We have also other clergymen among our members. Mr. H. R. 
Ifaweis, who does not profess to believe in Spiritualism, has spoken 
very highly of Spiritualists from the pulpit, and the Rev. C. Maurice Davies 
has over and over again, on the platform and in the press, certified to the 
reality of the phenomena; yet neither of them have been in the slightest 
degree ill-treated by ecclesiastical authorities. The clergy have more liberty 
than most dissenting ministers, the latter being complotely under the thumbs 
of persons less intelligent than themselves, and whose rule necessarily tends 
to restrict liberty and genius, I say this from a perfectly impartial point of 
view, without being personally interested in the progress of either church er 
dissent. I look upon both from a scientific standpoint. In regard to what 
Mr. Morse said about Spiritnalism influencing people’s lives, I am inclined to 
dispute that those who make long speeches at public meotings abont their 
newly acquired purity, are better than those who say nothing of the kind, and 
who do not attend public meotings at which “big talks” take place, simply 
because their time is too valuable, but who, when roal work has to be done, 
quietly goin and do it. The lives of the lattor are just as much imbued with 
spiritual principles, although they do not parade their virtues. (Mr. Morse: 
Hear, hear.) Notwithstanding the length of my present talk I detest talkers, 
and think those people infinitely superior who say nothing, but when anything 
has to be done go in and do the work without palaver. : 

Mr. &. R. Tapp: Mr. Pearce has given us a useful paper. Mr. Harrison 
says justly that in London we get no persecution from the clergy of the 
Established Church. I think we have scarcely a*single enemy in tho wholo 
body; at least, I only know of one who has done anything against ns, and ho 
is a man of no importance. It is by the sciontific people we are attacked, 
abused, and misropresented. (Hear, hear.) I hope Mr. Harrison will not 
think that remark hard, because it is a fact. 

Mr. Harrison; I quite agree with what you say, and if it had occurred te 
me at the moment should have said the samo myself. $ 

Mr. Tapp: Spiritualism is catholic; it comes to everybody, to each and to 
all—to Christian, Turk, Jew, Jumper, infidel, and heretie—consequently, in 
such a mixture there must be differences of opiniou, but it is to be regretted 
if such differences lead to disunion. We have the outsido community against 
us, therefore we cannot afford to quarrel with oach other. Why not combine 
to fight the common enemy? Surcly we might meet togethor under some 
common rules. Let cach society appeal to its neighbenr for aid; let us leave 
out of the question all theology, and mect on the ground of mutual organisa- 
tien for defensive purposes. I hope our friend’s paper will let our provincial 
friends know that we do not forget them, but take a deep intorost in their 
wolfare—that we believe wo are able to help them, and that they can help us; 
the motto shonld be, “ Onc and all.” We should join to resist the attempt to 
stifle inquiry, originating chiefly with the scientific world. 

Dr. Carter Blake (Chairman): The paper forms a groundwork from which 
we could construct a map, on which we might mark in colours the distribution 
of Spiritualism in various districts in Great Britain. It will then be possible 
to draw lines connecting these spots and describing definite zones, to give an 
idea of the general distribution of people who declare themselves to be 
Spiritualists, I mean maps on the samo principle as those draws 


up by Broca for othor purposes. I was surprisod to see the omission 
of Ireland in Mr. Poarce’s account, and do not know what 
statistics exist as to the sproad of Spiritualism in that country. Why should 
we not have an almanack setting forth useful statistical facts? ivory re- 
spectable grocer and keeper of a public-house has his almanack; why should 
we not have ours? (Laughter.) Mr. Morse has spoken of local jealousies; 
we can perhaps scarcely realise or understand them bere in London, for in 
country towns such influences as the dresses worn by rival lady members 
may form topics of war,‘and consign an cphemeral society to éternal 
oblivion. (Laughter.) Ido not think tho religious difficulty is of any real 
importance whatever. Ihave never seen oven from the great Nonconformist 
body any particular opposition to the truths of Spiritualism; thero may be 
opposition in isolated casos, but not very frequently. Moro ministors of the 
Established Church favour Spiritualism than do those connectod with the 
Nonconformists, but perhaps this depends not upon difforence of doctrine, 
but npon the University education and greater culture of ministors connected 
with the Established Church; thoy are therefore more liberal and more dis- 
posed to roceive tho facts of Spiritualism; this I believo to bo the real state 
of the case, and I hope that I make these remarks without offence to cither 
religious body, for I am happy to say that I belong to neither of thom myself. 
Thero are few Spiritualists in the south and wost of England, and when my 
proposed map is prepared I think we shall soe a refutation of what our 
Teutonic friends assert that Spiritualism flourishes with the superstitious 
typical Celt, who lives chiefly in the south and west of England, although in 
these districts there are few Spiritualists, which is a fact of great importance 
to us. I speak as a Celt. 

Mr. Morse: From my exporience in the provinces, I can support what Mr. 
Harrison has said about the clergy ; the ministers of tho Established Church 
either let us alone most severely, or are favourable to Spiritnalism. The 
preachers who oppose us are the Stigginses of socicty—the narrow-minded 
Baptist preachers, and individuals of that type. The increase of culture and 
education is the best foundation for the spread of Spiritualism. 

Mrs. Lowe: I wish some clear definition had been put forth as to what is 
meant by Spiritualism. It is said that there is a great absence of it in the 
south and wost of England, If we mean by Spiritualism something which 
acts upon the body and mind of man, there is an enormous number of Spirit- 
nalists in the south and west of England, like the Shakers and Ranters who 
abound there, and who believe that they are moved by the Spirit. ‘Therofore 
a clear and particular definition ought to be given of Spiritualism. If we 
limit the term to those who believe in spirits separated from the Great Spirit 
of the Universe, then what somo of the speakers havo said may apply to tho 
districts just mentioned. 

Mr. Shorter: I should like to put in a word on behalf of dissenting 
ministers; for although few of them support Spiritualism, there are some 
eminent men among them who are quite favourable to it, including Dr. 
Parker and the Rey. John Page Hopps. In my locality I know ono who 
makes no secret of his belief in Spiritualism, and holds séances in his own 
family. I think wo are ourselves much to blame for any opposition we get 
from religious denominations, for most of tbeir attacks havo arisen from 
passages offensive to them which have been found in certain spiritual 
journals and beoks; there has becn tco much virulent antagonism to Chris- 
tianity in some of our publications to givo us any reason to expect that such 
utterances can be quietly received. There should be a moro tolerant and 
charitable spirit among some of us. I think Mr. Harrison’s statement about 
the division of Spiritualists into emotional and critical peoplo is true, but I 
do not think that emotional people are always ignorant, or that critical 
people are always the most intelligent; still, in the main, what he has said 
is true. 

Mr. R. Poarce, in reply to the various speakers, said: With respect to my 
remarks about the clergy, I havo beon attacked upon all sides. I did not say 
“clergy,” I merely said “parsons.” (Oh!) But one or two instances have 
come under my own notice of persecution by ministers of the Established 
Church; in one casc the persecution was very bitter; still, I am willing to 
believe it was an cxceptional case. From all parts of the country I have 
heard ef bitter persecutions from dissenting preachers—frem Baptists and from 
those who conduct class meetings. From several of tho localities to which L 
applicd for information about Spiritualism I roceived no reply. From 
Darlington the only reply was a letter in a newspaper which gave no informa- 
tion on the subject. I think that in the futuro there will be a great many 
Spiritualists in the sonth and wost of England. The replics of Spiritualists 
sont to me varied very much in the statements they contained as to the sup. 
posed number of Spiritualists in their rospoctive localities, 

Mr. Harrison: That is one reason why tho tabulation of such guesses would 
do more barm than good, and why only tho numbers in enrolled societies 
should be so recorded. 

The Secretary (Miss Kislingbury) said that sho would lay tho suggestion 
about drawing up tables before tho Conference Committoe. Inaccurato 
numbers might be left out, but thoso which were accurate could be inserted, 
and tho names of secretaries, mediums, and items of that kind might bo 
arranged in columns for public use. 

The meeting then adjourned until the following morning. 


A PAPER BY MR. W. If, HARRISON—-THE RELATION OF THE LAW TO PUBLIO 
MEDIUMS—SPOTIED TAIL “THE JUST”—TUR DINTICULTIES AND TRIALS OF 
MEDIUMS—THE INIMITABLE PERFECTION OF THE LAW, 

Last Friday morning the procoedings of the Conforence were resumed under 
the prosidency of Mr. H. D. Jencken, M.R.L., Barrister-at-Law. 

Tho Chairman said: The Bar pretty unanimously holds the idea that tho 
Courts aro in the wreng in some of their recent docisions in relation to 
mediums. It isto be regretted that men of science, who should bo liberal, 
are so learned that they attack any other creed than their own, especially the 
Christian creed, which they so much deride, and for which they wish to sub- 
stitute the theory of nothingness hereafter. It is to be regretted that they 
shield themselves nuder tho cloak of popular prejudice, and protect them- 
selves from new truths by recourso to the police-courts of this country. They 
are both prosecutors and persecutors on the subject of Spiritualism. Most 
theological belicfs stand upon admitted facts, without proof; Spiritualists 
assort that they aro able to prove the said facts, and thoy invite tho public 
to test them for themselves, “No,” says science, “woe will not permit this; 
we will howl down mediums and prevent the bringing forward of such 
ovidence.” A more cowardly line of action cannot be conccived, and the 
names of those who do these things will hereafter be received with oppro- 
brium, because Spiritualism is, as a physical fact, a truth, therofore must and 
will be established in the futuro. 
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Mr. W. H. Harrison then read the following paper :—My subject of “ The 
Telation of tho Law to Public Mediums” may be dealt with summarily, for the 
law has no relation to mediums, and evidence which proves the genuineness of any 
spiritual manifestation is all that is necessary to be advanced to secure the con- 
demuation of an innocent man, the hearing of witnesses for the prosecution being 
then superfluous. It is a fact, for instance, that materialised spirit hands form in 
tho air uear certain mediums, and that if any unscrupulous person chooses to 
charge one of those mediums with imposture the latter is sure to be convicted by 
a court of law, because the knowledge of the phenomena of the universe possessed 
by the legal tribunal is unconsciously assumed to include everything which takes 
place within the realms of nature, Those who bring before such tribunals evi- 
dence proving these new truths are in the position the Astronomer Royal would 
occupy did he submit to the judgment of the chief of the Kickaboos andhis people the 
demonstration of the recession and advance of the stars, as revealed by the shifting 
of the lines in the spectrum. Does not he, the mighty chief, kuow that the stars 
aré the eyes of the snake-gods, watching the deeds of heroism, the number of 
enemies slain in battle by his dark and lovely people? Have not all the tribo 
known this from time immemorial? Js it not certified by the great medicine-man, 
Howling Wind, the tall-talker, who every morning chatters more than all the rest 
of the tribe put together? And shall the mad white mau come there with his idle 
jests todeceive a gravefand intelligent people? No. He, Sittiug Bull, will listen 
to the white astrouomer with all the silence aud dignity of his renowned ancestor, 
Spotted Tail “the Just,” for the worst of impustors must have an impartial 
hearing ; but he, the wise ruler, knows what the result will be ; verily, the scalp of 
the white talker will soon bemissing. The law courts cannot deal efficiently even with 
ordiuary scientific cases, as proved by the evidence given by barristers and others 
before the last Patent Law Commission, at nearly all the sittings of which I was 
preseut. The evideuce tended to prove that the decisiou in patent cases usually 
depended uot upon real merits, but upon the extent to which the ignorance of the 
judge and of the jury about scientific facts was played upon by the litigants, and 
it was admitted that a case when thus decided by rule of thumb was a cheap one 
if the law costs amounted only to £800 or £1,000. In Spiritualistic casos thoro is 
a doad weight of popular prejudice as well as ignorauce to fight against. Jt isa 
serious matter, and should deeply move the conscience of the uation, that certain 
subjects of the Queen are completely outlawed through no fault of their own. 
The more remarkable mediums are all tho more helpless, because during much of 
their time they are under abnormal iufluences ; they are then iu a state of trance, 
and as completely under the control of auothcr will than their fown as is the 
mesineric sensitive on the platform of a “ biologist,” and who cau be made by the 
lecturer to believe or to do anything he pleases, The abnormal pheuomena some- 
times excite such religious prejudices that the medium is turned out of his own 
home ; he is then abusod by disbelievers, coldly treated by certain Spiritualists for 
taking money for his séances instead of starving, ho is governed at times by un- 
secn powers, and finally is liable to be imprisoned as an impostor at any time, 
whether he be guilty or innocent. Fyideuce strong enough to hang every man in 
Jiondoh would not prove to a court of Jaw any spiritual pheuomenon to be genuine, 
though with strange iuconsistency the wholo nation professes in church every 
Sunday to believe in numberless manifestations which took place more than 2,000 
years ago, writiug on the wall by materialised spirit hands included. If ou the 
Monday a friend offers to prove to the worshippers the truth of that which they ou 
the Sunday in the sanctuary professed to believe, the friend is told that he is fit 
for a lunatic asylum. Limiting the number of public mediums will do no harm to 
Spiritualism, for we have but three or four, the great majority of mediums confining 
their séances to their own frieuds and families. But persecution of mediums dis- 
honours the natiou; it is “ un-English” to be afraid of scientific inquiry, aud to 
compel technical investigation to be carried ou in strict privacy. The sauctity of 
private life the law cannot invado; philosophers are agreed that where political 
edicts come into couflict with social usagos, the political power at the root of the 
edicts is overthrown, social custom being stronger than legal enactments, At 
„prosent I do not intend to deal in detail with auy of theflegal or other points oou- 
nected with the uuprovoked attacks upou mediums which have recontly come be- 
fore the law courts, or to express any opinion, whether in some cases the on- 
slaughts were not more or less well founded; nevertheless on some of the said 
poiuts I entertain strong opinions, These mattors may well be left to the legal 
geutlemen connected with this Association, gentlemeu who have done so much to 
help us at the present juncture, and whose valuable assistance deserves our respect 
and our warmest thanks. Chief among these friends is Mr. C. C. Massey. 
(Applause.) Perhaps it would be well if the National Association of Spiritualists 
were to appoint a committeo to collect and place in the library all the Acts of 
Parliament which in any way can be brought to bear upon mediums, and to draw 
up a report stating what the actual position is, and what should be dono in the 
future. The pelice-court actions will have the reverse effect to that which various 
prosecutors havo alleged that they intended, namely, imposture will be greatly cn- 
couraged thereby, because mediums, having to framo conditions which protect 
them from persecution, will be teinpted to mix the real with the false when they 
are able to do so with impuuity. Spiritnalists would have preferred that mediums 
who practised imposture should come within the reach of the laws of the land, but 
if the innocent are to be punished with the guilty, the public are respousible for 
tho taking of steps which will shield both. A great legal authority has writteu to 
me suggesting that every man who comes toa public seance shall have to sign his 
name in a book beneath a statement that he attends on the understanding that the 
originor nature of anything which he may witness is not guaranteed. Such is 
onc of the suggested subterfuges into whieh honest people may be driven because 
scientific truth is helpless before the law, aud attacked by alleged mon of science. 
That such uu-English subterfuges should be uccessary is a disgrace to the nation. 
No doubt the work of tho Committee of legal gentlemon will be efficiently per- 
formed, everything doue in order, and tho official report duly sigued at the end, 
perhaps, of the following concluding paragraph:— 


Ju witness whereof we the parties aforesaid, 

Hereunto put our signs and our seals aud no morc said, 
Being all deat these presents intend to express, 
Notwithstanding, moreover, and nevertheless. 


A farmer whoso crop was burnt up by the sun in a dry season, comforted 
himself in a heathenish manner by the reflection that his neighbour had lost more 
than himself because of tho heat. In like mauuer may wo congratulate ourselvos 
that however bad our legal system may be, in the days of old it was worse, as sot 
forth in the following lines by a lawyer, on legal abuses repealed shortly before 
the yorses were written :—- 
Such was the humanity 
And wisdom of the law, 
That ifin his indictment there 
Appeared to be a flaw, 
The court assigned him counsellors 
To argue on the doubt, 
Provided he himself had first 
Contrived to point it out ; 
But lest their clemeucy perchance 
Be craftily abused, 
To show him the indictment they 
Most sturdily refused. 
But still that he might understand 
The nature of the charge, 
The same was in the Latin tonguc 
Read out to him at large. 


And lest his wily advocato 
The court should overreach 
His advocate was not allowed 
The privilege of speech, 
*T was thus the law kept rogues in awo, 
Gave honest men protection; 
Discreetly framed, by all was named, 
Of wisdom the perfection. 


THE DISCUSSION—-THE VAGRANCY AND WITCHCRAFT ACTS—CLAIRVOYAX? 
POWERS PUNISHABLE AT LAW—AN ASTROLOGER IN SPITE OF HIMSELF, 


Mr. C. C. Massey, Barrister-at-Law : I donot wish to speak of “ the perfection 
of wisdom.” I do not think that the law is to blame for what we have lately 
undergone, I have been thinking of late upon what grounds we could’ 
frame demands to Parliament fer a revision of the law, and I do not see 
upon what basis we could place any reasonable demand for a change in 
the criminal law. I do not think that the law is in fault, but tho 
ignorance’ of the administrators of the law. Tho law is unobjectionablo. 
The old Act of George TE. might perhaps be strained to strike at mediumship 
apart from fraud, but it is difficult to say that such would be the case, I 
think the judgment of the Court of Excheqner in the Monck case about the 
applicability of the Vagrancy Act, to be thoroughly wrong. You bring « 
charge against a modium who may have acted under abnormal influences, 
and it is hard, under such circumstances, to shut him up in prison; at the 
same time, aro wo to go to Parliament to ask for a remedy for such offences? 
T could not sign a petition to that effect myself. Their medinmship being 
honest, thore may yet be fraud, so ridicule and discredit are thus cast npon 
Spiritualism. That is the fault of our position, and not the fault of the law, 

Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood, M.R.L, ono of the magistrates for the county of 
Middlesex, said: I think the only point in which the law is in fault is that 
clause about palmistry in the Vagrant Act. I think it is a gross injustice to 
send fortuno-tellers to prison; itis merely their despised condition of life 
which causes them to be imprisoned. I think that the whole clause wants 
repealing, and that if anybody dupes anybody else, ho shall bo punished for 
the offence as a substantial crime, under the Act for obtaining money under 
false pretences. It is idle to say that the clause is necessary to protect 
people from their own ignorance. 

Mr. H. T. Humphreys, Barrister-at-Law: I agree with the remarks of Mr. 
Wedgwood. The Act of George II. is really one of the superstitious 
edicts of our ancestors, and on going further back we find Acts 
of the same kind against witcheraft. I think we have grown 
out of any legislation of this kind, and ought to be more enlightened, No 
doubt much mischief is done by fortune-tollers, bnt the remedy is not 
far to seek, DIr. Harrison has pointed out some of the difficulties in tho 
matter. The chiof difficulty isin the want of education in the administrators 
of tho law; they judge everything by their own limited experience. The 
question is a difficult one, but on abstract grounds I agree with Mr. Wedg- 
wood. I also think it would be well to do away with the remainder of tho 
singularly superstitious laws against witchcraft; at the same time I doubt 
whether the remnant of these laws can be made to apply to mediumship. 
Before going to Parliament we should wait, and take very great care that any- 
thing submitted to the legislature is well considered beforehand. ‘There has 
often, in a seance, been unconscious imposture, and that is one of the diffi- 
culties of the case, because some of the spirits who produce manifestations 
actually attempt to practise deception without their instrument, the medium 
knowing it; mesmorists, as well as Spiritualists, are aware of this, Tho fact 
that some imposture comes from tho other side of life complicates the ques- 
tion considerably. 

Dr. Cartor Blake asked whether the ordinary laws attending the recoption 
ef evidonce had not, in recent cases, been strained severely against Spirit- 
ualists. Alluding to the case of Reg. v. Treadaway, decided recently, in 
which evidence had beon given of previous conversations with the prisoner 
at which the deponents were not presont, and of which they only knew by 
hearsay, he asked tho gentlemen df the long robe whether such evidence, 
admitted without protest by the Crown in this case, was not, as a fact, 
excluded in tho Slado case, and if so, whethor it ought to have been excluded 
inlaw? Secondly, experts were often admitted to submit evidence to the 
uncommon sonso of a British jury—(laughter)—in matters affecting not only 
science, medical or otherwise, bnt even handwriting; the evidence of such 
experts in tho Slado caso had been partly rejected by the Bow-street magis- 
trate, and ho would ask whether such rejection of evidence affected the 
conviction of any person charged under the statute 5 Goorge IV., cap. 88 ? 
He thought that scientific men were under a hoavy debt of gratitude to the 
legal advisers of the Defence Committee, and espocially to Mr, Serjeant 
Ballantine and Mr. Œ, O, Massey. 

Mr. Dawsen Rogers: I would also appeal to those who have been called “ the 
gentlemen of tho long robe,” to help us to understand whoreabouts we are. I 
thought I had grasped the position up to a certain point, but when I read tho 
judgment of the Court of Exchequer on Monck’s appeal, I confess it was 
beyond my undorstanding, I cannot make out on what ground that judgment 
was given, or what the effect of it will be. Somebody has suggested that we 
should try to get the laws altered, but any such attempts would be futile; wo 
should morely be laughed at, I would rather appeal to the public than cringo 
to the Legislature, and would appeal on the ground of honesty and fair play. 
I have a suggestion, however, to make in rogard to the Legislature, and that 
is that we got up a potition, very largely signed, requesting the appointmont 
by Parliament of a Commission to inquire into the phenomena of Spiritualism, 
and offering to give every facility for investigatian. (Applause.) As a 
matter of fact the proposition would be pooh-poohed by Parliament, but the 
application would get publicity, and we should gain the credit of not being 
afraid of inquiry. 

Mr. Massey, who was invited to speak a second time, said: Mr. Edlin ex- 
pressed the opinion that, independontly of the defect in the conviction in tho 
Slado case, it was uo uso amending it unless it were pogsible to show that 
even then an offence had been committed under the Act. The Act said “by 
palmistry or otherwise,” and the whole question was as te the meaning of the 
two words “ or otherwise.” We said “they means something of the samo 
nature as palmistry,” the words “or otherwise” being in accordance with 
legal custom, restricted by tho meaning of the special words which preceded 
them, I hope the superior court will overrule tho decision of the Court of 
Exchequer. In fortune-telling thero is a direct appeal to the superstition of 
tho dupe who mevely relies upon what is said to him, but Slade proposed to 
show cortain things, and said, “I tell you my opinion as to their origin, but 
you must judge for yourself.” The porsons present had as many oppor- 
tunitios of judging as the mediam had, so thero was no appeal to superstition 
or to credulity. Any man with good eyes and a fair understanding might 
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bo supposed to be competent to judge for himself. As regards Dr. Blake’s 
question of the admissibility of scientific evidence, he must remomber that 
Spiritualism is not admitted to be a science; the courts virtually say, “ Pack 
of nonsense; we won’t listen to such rubbish.” We cannot create publie 
recognition of Spiritualism as a scicnco to make the evidonce of exports 
uvailablo. i 

Mr. Harrison: Yes; that is the very point. I once thought that courts of 
justico decided cases upon the evidence before them, and woro higher than 
Instead of subserviont to scientific men when they were appealed to for 
justice. What Act of Parliament placos Law Courts under the jurisdiotion 
of scientific societies? 

Mr. Massey continued: Mrs. Everitt has proved that hundreds of words 

‘ are sometimes written at seances in a few seconds. I cannot see why sueh 
ovidence should not settlo the Slado caso, and bo as relevant as any soicntifio 
evidenco given by doctors as to the effect of drugs in cases of murdor. I 
think the Slade caso ought to have boen decided upon tho facts, and I do not 
find fault with the law, but with its administration. 

The Chairman: Who would present the potition to Parliament suggestod by 
Mr. Rogers ? ay ` 

Mr. Rogers: It is a common thing for a member to present a potition which 
le utterly abhors. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Thomas Shorter: The plan suggosted by Mr, Rogers was adopted many 
yoars ago in the United Statos; a petition requesting investigation of the 
phenomena of Spiritualism was sent to Congress signed by 80,000 persons. 
Tt was a very able document, and was presented by a gentleman who had no 
faith in the matter whatevor. Of course it was laid on tho table, but it made 
a great impression on the public mind, whereby the real objoct of sending it 
in was gained. 

The Chairman made a few remarks to the effect that his opinion was that 
the decision in the Lawrence caso was bad law, 

Mr. Harrison: I agree with Mr. Rogers that it is not right to cringe to 
authority, but think that when the Treasury took certain steps in relation toa 
movement of which they were probably utterly ignorant, it was but right to 
give them full information before attempting to lay their conduct before the 
public. Wo ought to assumo that those who govern the eountry are attempt- 
ing to manago public business as well as they can, and if they do wrong unin- 
tentionally by acting too hastily, we should point ont to them in writing the 
nature ef their acts, to givo them an opportunity to retrace their steps; if, 
however, they still persevere in that which is not right, we are then justly in 
a position te show tho public that they do it knowingly. Some four or five 
years ago an old woman of the name of Mrs, Tranter was sentenced to be 
imprisoned for five years for pretending te discover lost property; if she is 
not released by this time, not many months of her sentence remain unexpired, 
supposing that she has been strong enough to survive the punishment, The 
decision of the Court was thought by the public to be a very hard one at the 
time, and some of tho peoplo in the town in which she lived complained about 
it to the Home Secretary, who, howover, did nothing in the matter. I 
am not aware that sho was either a medium or a Spiritualist, or that 
she ever heard of Spiritualism, and it is quite possible she may have 
been an intentional impostor; but to say that the enormously harsh sentenco 
was a just ons, under the worst of circumstances, is preposterous. The moro 
serious point of the whole matter is, that the power actually exists of detecting 
the whereabouts of lost property by clairvoyance, as Mr. Alfred Russell 
Wallace and others have pointed ont in their writings, and I have every roason 
to believe that the question, whethor Mrs. Tranter possessed such powers or 
not, was never raised. The Act of Parliament strikes at the innocont and the 
guilty alike. The late Mr. Guppy thought the sentence a horrible one, and 
sent a man down to the town in which Mrs, Tranter resided, to make inquiries; 
ho did his work inefficiently, bringing back news that on certain occasions 
she was rumoured to have actually been the means of recovering lost property, 
but he did not attempt to collect definite evidence to that effect. Beforo sitting 
down I will mention an extraordinary case of the finding of lost property. 
When an astronomer sets up an observatory not far from a poor neighbourhood, 
it is a common thing for the pcople in the vicinity to regard him as an 
astrologor, and to eall upon him for assistance when the family cat is missing, 
or articles have been lost. A friend of mine with a good connection in scientific 

circles, told me that a celobrated. astronomer, whe lives in a cele- 
brated observatory, recently stated that he had become quite disgusted 
with the applications made to him for astrological information, so one 
day when a woman came to him for information about her lost property 
ho determined to punish her. Instead of saying that he was not 
an astrologor, he remarked: “My good woman, your houso has a front 
door.” “Yes, sir, qnite truc,” was the reply. “And,” said ho, making 
rather a bold venture this time, ‘there is a small garden in front of your 
house.” “Yes, sir, that’s right.” “And,” continued the seer, “a path leads 
from your front door to the gate in the front garden.” “Yes, sir! Quite 
true! Quite true!” said the delighted woman, whose faith in the prophet 
was rapidly rising. The revelator added: “When you come ont of the 
front gate you can turn to the right as well as to the left, and if you 
turn to the right, and go far enough, you come toa third turning on the 
left.” “Yes, sir,” said the good woman, “that’s perfectly true.” “ Well, 
then,” said he, “go down that turning, enter the gate of the first field 
you come to on the right, and look out for a place where the ground 
has been newly disturbed. Tf you dig deep enough you will find your 
property.” The thankful woman went away perfectly satisfied, and when, 
a few days lator, the astronomer saw her coming towards the observatory, 
he lashod himself into a state of moral elevation, and prepared himself to 
lecture her about her superstition, and to tell her how thoroughly she de- 
served the hard labour he had given her as a punishment. Ho said, directly 
she entered the room—“ Well, my good woman, did yon do as I told you?” 
“Oh, yes, sir,” I did everything you said, and I found the property, and you 
aro the greatest astrologer that ever lived!” (Langhter.) Tho astronomer 
was completely staggered, and, to his great aggravation, his fame for dis- 
covering lost property is established in the neighbourhood. My friend, who 
told me this, believes the story to be true, and is rather doubtful whether 
impressional mediumship is not connected with tho matter. My own opinion 
is, that there is a strong after-dinner flavour about the narrative. 


PO FSS LOSSES TIDAN 


On Sunday cveniug, last week, Mr. Harper, of Birmingham, lectured at the 
Meyerbeer Hall, under tho auspices of tho Liverpool Association of Spirit- 
ualists. Dr. William Hitchman, President, ocewpicd tho chair, Mr. Harper's 
address set forth the necessity of a higher knowledge of social science. Tho 
question of sound physiology was largely dwelt upon, in rogard especially to 
the influence of woman upon the rising generation. 


TOE SPIRITUALISTS’ DEFENCE COMMITTEE, ` 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR LAW EXPENSES. 

Derine tho past six weoks tho committee have had eleven mectings, when 
much business has been transacted. 

The Countess of Caithnoss, Messrs. Hensleigh Wedgwood, W. Oxley, Charles 
Blackburn, Mrs, Fitz-Gerald, tho Rev, W. Newbould, Messrs. Wm. Tebb, and 
N. Fabyn Dawe havo joined the honorary committec, Tho subscriptions 
amount to £875 2s. 3d. Somo furthor sum is expected from the United States. 

Applications having been made for aid to defray the legal oxponsos of Messrs. 
Monok and Lawrence, the consent of subseribors to tho fund was solicited and 
obtained, whereby tho committee were enablod to contributo to cach of these 
eases the sum of £70, 

Upwards of £800 has already been paid in law oxpenses in the cases of 
Messrs. Slade and Simmons, and thero yet remains an unpaid account of 
about £250. A. JOY, Hon. Sec. 

PUBLIC MEDIUMSHIP. 

At the meoting of the committeo last Monday, the following resolutions 
wero passed ;— re 

Resolyed—“ That in the prosent stato of publie opinion it is desirablo that 
public mediums exercise great caro, especially as to the admission to thoir 
seances of persons unknown to them,” . 

« That, with a view to securing public mediums as far as possiblo from risk 
of legal prosocution, this committoo strongly recommends— 

«cl. That no stranger be admitted without a formal introduction from a 
well-known Spiritualist.’ 

“69, That a notice, similar to tho form appended, be conspicuously posted 


i- in the seance room, and that the attention of each visitor be drawn to it.’ 


«“¢3, That such visitor be required to sign his or hor namo ina book kept 
for the purpose, after reading the above-namod notice,’ 

«cd, That unequivocal test conditions be insisted on, and rigid order be 
maintained in all cases.’” : 

Whilo this committee makes theso recommendations for tho botter security 
of public mediums, it distinctly declines to incur the responsibility of defend- 
ing actions at law which mediums have brought on themselves by uogloct of 
precaution or by exercising their profession for gain. 

This committco further recommends that public modiums should be saved 


NATIONAL ÅSSOCIATION ConvERSAZIONE.—The two last sotrees of tho 
National Association of Spiritualists have been badly attendod, in consequence 
of the public not having been informed beforchand of the attractions provided. 
No special notice of the January soiree having been given, several persons 
who did not know it was to como off at all, were absent- in consequence, 
and had the public known that Mrs. Ross-Church (Florence Marryat) had 
kindly consented to give dramatic readings on tho occasion, a great numbor 
of friends wonld have been present. In like manner, if it had been known 
that at the February soiree the President of the National Association in- 
tended to review the progress of Spiritualism during the past year, a better 
attendance would have been secured. Tho public do not care for much read- 
ing or speaking at theso social meetings, but about throe-qnarters of an hour 
well occupied in this way would be a great source of attraction, if publicly 
announced beforo hand, 

THe NATIONAL AssocraTION OF SpiRiruaLists.—At a meeting of the 
Council of this Association last Tuesday night, Mr. Morell Theobald laid 
upon the table an account of the reccipts and expenditure of the Association 
for the year 1876. When the Association first took pormanent premises two 
years ago, a guarantee fund from a few gontlemen, amounting to £200 a year 
for three years, was established, in addition to ordinary members’ subscriptions, 
in order that tho Association might carry on its work without getting into 
debt. Although £70 of this fund was not called in in 1876, and although the 
Association had not last year the advantage of a sum of £90 raised by a bazaar, 
as in 1875—making a total of reduced income from oxtraneous sources 
amounting to £160—the members of the Association have increased so in 
number that the auditor’s report shows a balanco in hand of £11 at tho end of 
the year just elosed. Thore is somo talk of abolishing the guaranteo fund 
this year, as the expenses may possibly bo entirely covered by the ordinary 
subscriptions of members. The balance in hand at the end of last month was 
£90 18s. 4d. The outstanding liabilities of tho Association arc ostimated at £5. 


DALSTON Association OF InqurreRs INTO SprrirvaLismM.—The ordinary 
monthly session of the Council of this Association was held on Thursday 
evening last weck: present, Mrs. Amelia Corner (in the chair), Mr. Thomas 
Blyton, Mrs. M, Theresa Wood, and Mr, Jonathan Tozeland. Letters of general 
interest were read from Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten and Mr, J. J. Morse. 
Mr. James Garrard was elected an ordinary membor. Presentations, received 
since the last meoting of tho Council, wero laid upon the table, and accepted, 
with a cordial vote of thanks to the donors—Mrs, Emma Hardinge-Britteu 
and Mr, Fred. A. Binney. Tho honorary secretary, having reported arrango- 
ments for interchango of mombers’ privileges, as regards attendance at 
ordinary mectings and seances, with the “ Mast End Spiritual Institution,” 
tho arrangemont was confirmed. Mr. E. W. Wallis’s offer to visit tho Asso- 
ciation on Thursday evening, the 22nd instant, was reported and accepted. 

Dr. W. B. CARPENTER at Srockton-on-Tres.—On Monday evening last, 
Dr. W. B. Carpenter, of London, delivered his lecture on ‘ Epidemic 
Delusions,” in the Exchange Hall, Stockton-on-Tees, nnder the angpices of 
tho Stockton Literary Association. At a recent meeting of tho Literary Asso- 
ciation, one of its members deliverod an addrogs favourable to Spiritualism, 
and afterwards answered questions on the samo subjoct. Ile gavo his hearers 
so many hard nuts to erack, that the Association bronght Dr. Carpenter all 
tho way from London to givo his assertions—his “ dried peas ”—to the people 
of Stockton. His lecture was substantially tho same as that which he hag 
been in tho habit of delivering on tho samo subject for many years. All the 
old hacknoyed arguments against Spiritualism woro adduced. Tho conclu- 
sion of tho whole matter was, that ‘the best antidote to epidemic delusions— 
of which Spiritualism was probably one—was scientifie training to methodical . 
labits of thought. Three scientific men had already investigated the matter, 
and wero favourably impressed with its truth ; but although thoy had distin- 
guished themselves in their own special departmonts, they had not roecoived 
that carly scientific training which enabled men to discriminato between that 
which was truo and that which was false in a matter like Spiritualism.” That 
was his (Dr. Carpenter's) opinion, and, as Le had been requested to give it, ho 
did s0. 
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THE SPIRITUALIST. 


BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literaturo of Spirit- 
ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 
paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-stroct, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. 


{For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been 
rented on the premises of the National Association of Spirit- 
ualists, but the Association and Zhe Spiritualist Newspaper and 


palatine business are not in any way connected with each 
other. 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A 
standird work containing interesting ‘and well-anthenticated 
frets, proving the reality of spirit communion. It also contains 
an elaborate essay defining the author's views of the relation- 
ship of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s, 6d. 


FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen, An excellent book of absorb- 
ing interest, replote with well-authenticated narratives, describ- 

| ing manifestations produced by spirits. 7s. Gd. 


REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Society. This committee consisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
ian for two years without engaging ‘the services of any profes- 
sional medium, after which they published the report. Original 
edition, 153. ; moderately abridged edition, 53. 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
published’ to. scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
the physteal phenomena of Spiritualism, 6s. 

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Hume's “Essay on Miracles.” It also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
nnd contatus some of the personal expericnees of Mr. Wal- 


lace. 68. 

PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent. A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti- 
cated spiritual phenomena. Information about the relationship 

of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given. ðs. 

CONCERNING SPIRTIEUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 
A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism, Neatly 
bound, with gilt edges. 2s. 

LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM, by the late J. W. 
Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court, New York, U.S. This 
pook consists of essays on the Social, Moral, and Scientific 
aspects of Spiritualism. . 3s. 6d. 

WHERE ARE THE DEAD? OR, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED, by Fred. A. Binney, A practically useful work 
for inquirers, giving general information about English profes- 
sional and non-professional mediunis ,talso about the perlodical 
and other Literature of Spiritualism. 3s. 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OL SPIRITUALISM 
IN ENGLAND, by Benjamin Coleman, Contains important 
facts connected with the early movement in this country with 
which the author was identified, and an account of some of the 
most remarkable of his personal experiences. Is. 

WHAT AM 1? Vol. IL, by E. W. Cox, Serjeant-at- 
Law. An introduction to Psychology. This book admits the 
reality of some of the Physical Phenomena of § piritualism, but 
argues that they are produced by an alleged Psychic Force, 
unconsciously governed in its action by the thoughts of the 
medium or the spectators. 8s. The first volnme of this book, 
which deals chiefly with Physiology, is out of print. 

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL, bythe Rev. 
F. G. Lee, D.C.L. This newly-published book contains Facts 
and Traditions relating to Dreams, Omens, Apparitions, 
Wraiths, Dorine, aud Witchcraft. The author admits the 
reality of Spiritual visitations, but cousiders modern Spiritual- 

sm to be diabolical. He, however, gives valuable facts, pre- 
viously unpublished, and prints the only authorised and com- 
plete account of the Apparition seen by oue of the ancestors of 
ord Lyttleton. 2 Vols., crown 8vo., 15s. 

REAL LIFE IN SPIRIT LAND. Given through the 
mediwmship of Mrs. Maria M. King. ‘This book professes to give 
life experiences, scenes, incidents, and conditions illustrative of 
spirit life. The prefacc says :—‘‘Expericuced spirits state pro 
positions to man in the flesh as they would state them to cach 
other, expecting or hoping that they will not be taken for 
granted because uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed in 
the light of all the reason and experience possessed by those 
who receive their instructions.” 4s, 6d. 

PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY, by Epes 
Sargent, This work, by an American author of acknowledged 
ability, gives an account of the materialisation of Spirits in 
England and America during the past few years in the presence 
of famous mediums, and, as a rule, before cducated witnesses 
of more or less literary and scientific ability. he work also 
contains remarks on the relations of the facts to theology, 
morals, and religion; and it is prefaced with a portrait of the 
materialised spirit Katie King, copied from a photograph of her 
taken by Mr. Harrison by the aid of the magnesium light, 5s. 

MIRACLES, PAST AND PRESENT, by the Rev. 
William Mountford. The author is an acute and vigorous 
thinker, and a writer of unquestioned ability. Contents: The 
Anti-Snpernaturatism of the Present Age; Science and the 
Supernatural; Miracles and Doctrine: Miracles and the Be- 
lieving Spirit; The Scriptures and Pneumatology; Miracles 
and Science: the Spirit: and the Prophets Thereof; Anti- 
Supernmbural Misunderstandings; the Last Testatic; Matter 
and Spirit; the Outburst of Spirttnalism ; Thoughts on Spiri- 
tualigm ; A Miracle Defined; Miracles as Signs; Miracles And 
the Creative Spirit : Miracles and Human Nature; Miracles 
and Pneumatology: the Spirit and the Old Testament; tho 
Old Testament and the New; the Spirit; Jesus and the Spirit ; 
Jesus and Resurrection; the Church and the Spirit. 12mo., 
Pre Cloth 10s. 6d. ; 

ALL KARDEC'S “SPIRITS BOOK” (Blackwell). 


7s 6d. eats 

THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 
this extraordinary book the anthor, who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events connected with the early lustory of geological 
specimens: these sensitives thus saw tle Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scenes by which these prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded, The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
portions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
nhabitants, pliysical geography, and vegetation of vach, ‘I'he 
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn by the 
sensitives as the visions passed before their eyes. The substance 
of a review of this book in “ The Spiritualist” was to the effect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyance, which, when employed to gain information about 
distant places on earth, has been found somctimes to sive ac- 
curate results and sometimes inaccurate results. The review 
further expresses the opinion that if ever interplanctary com- 
munication should be established, it will be by means of clair- 
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood 
spiritual powcrs in man. Three Vols. 24s.; or 8s. per single 


volume. 

POEMS OF THE INNER LIFE. Given by Spirits 
through the medinmship of Lizzie Doten. The accusation is some- 
times made by disbelievers that spirit messages are of altrumpery 
character, but these beautiful poems give evidence that all spirit 
utteranecs are not so. “The Prophecy of Vala,” published 
in this book, and professedly given by theSpirit of Edgar Allen 
Poe, is better than any whic 1 that poct wrote during the whole 
o Pi life ọn earth. Best edition, gilt, 103. éd.; clcap edition, 


WwW 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. Given by spirits through 
the mediumship of Lizzie Doten. ‘This, like the preceding work, 
is a collection of beautiful poems. 7s. 6d. 

PEOPLE FROM THE OTHER WORLD, by Col. H. 
S. Olcott. Profusely illustrated. This book is dedicated to Mr. 
William Crookes and Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace. The anthor 
is a literary gentleman of high standing in New York. and the 
book consists of descriptions of seances at which materialised 
spirits appeared under test conditions, in the presence of the 
author and other witnesses, Pictures of the Eddy Brothers, 
their homestead, and the phenomena presentcd at their seances, 
are included in the work. 12s. 6d. 

NATTY, A SPIRIT; HIS PORTRAIT AND HIS 
LIFE. By Allan Putnam, 4s. 

BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS, AND THE POWER 
WHICH HELPED THEM TO PERFORM:MIGHTY WORKS, 
By Allan Putnam. 6s. 

PSALMS OF LIFE. A collection containing 150 pieces 
of music, and 650 Spiritual hymns, compiled by John S. Adams, 


53. . 
HOW AND WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
By Washington A. Danskin, 4s, 6d. = 
POEMS BY ACIISA W. SPRAGUE, for many years a 
ublic trance speaker on Spiritual Philosophy._ 5s. 
THI FUTURE LIF, as described by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sweet, with an introduction by Jndge Edmonds, 7s. 6d. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE, given inspiration- 
ally through the mediumship of Mrs, Maria M. King. 7s. 6d. 
THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY Ol PHYSICAL 

MAN SCIENTIFICALLY CONSIDERED. By Hudson Tuttle. 
This book argues that man is contemporary with the Mastodon, 
and details the history of his subsequent development. 7s. 6d. 
THE IRRECONCILABLE RECORDS; OL, GENESIS 
AND GEOLOGY. By William Denton. 3s. 
MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. By Robert Dale Owen. 


3s. Od,’ 

LOOKING BEYOND, by J. O. Barratt, contains the 
testimony of the departed about the world beyond the grave. ös. 

AN HOUR WITH THE ANGELS, by A. Brigham, a 
vision of scenes in the Spirit Land. 3s. 6d. 

HEAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES FOR THE 
BEREAVED, FROM OUR LITTLE ONES IN GLORY. 
Gbrigtion pirit messnges given through the mediumship of F. J. 
T ‘art one), 6d. 

HEAVEN OPENED, containing further descriptions of, 
and advanced teachings from the Spirit Land. (Part two), 6d. 

HINTS FOR THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUAL- 
ISM, by M, P. 2s. 6d. g 

WILL-ABILITY, by Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.; contains 
experiments on Mesmerism and arguments relating to Free Will. 


2s, Gd. 

STRANGE VISITORS, dictated through a Clair- 
voyant. 63, 

THE. INNER MYSTERY. An inspirational poem. 
By Lizzie Doten. 29, 

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, by Dod. 7s. 6d. 

DAWN. An Ameriean Novel, advocating Progressive 
principles, 6s. 6d. 

FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT 
WORLD. Through the mediumship of Mrs. Conant. 7s. 6d. 

BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. CONANT. 7s. 6d. 

CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY, by Hudson Tuttle. 7s. 

DENTON'’S POEMS. 2s. 

RADICAL DISCOURSES, by William Denton. 

RADICAL RHYMES, by William Denton. 

OUR PLANET, by William Denton. 7s. 6d. 

BOOK OF MEDIUMS, by Allan Kardec. (Mrs. Wood's 
translation.) 7s. 6d. 

SEERS OF THE AGES, by J. M. Peebles. 5s, 

THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM, by J. M. Peebles. 


Ts. 6d. 

ROUND THE WORLD, by J: M. Peebles. 10s, 

STATUVOLENCE; OR, ARTIFICIAL SOMNAM- 
BULISM. 7s. 6d. 

MRS. CROWES NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE, 2s. 
MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM, by Emma 
Hardinge. Lis. 3 

THE TWO WORLDS, by Brevior. 12s. 6d. 

GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTERLAND. Aninteresting 
little book, containing messages given by Spirits through the 
Writing Mediumship of a Lady. 2s. 6d. . 

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, by Dr. Bucknill and 
Dr. Daniel H, Tuke. 25s. 

APPARITIONS, by Newton Crosland, 2s. 6d. 

THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF THE AMAZULU, 
giving information about Spiritual Phenomena among the 
Amazuln and other Tribes of South Africa, by the Rev. Canon 
Callaway, M D., in three parts. 12s. 

OUTLINES GF TEN YEARS’ INVESTIGATION 
INTO TIIE PILENOMENA OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 
by Thomas P. Barkas, 

APPARITIONS: A NARRATIVE OF FACTS, by the 
Rev. Bourchier Wrey Saville, M.A. 48. 6d. 

Poems, by Cora L. V. Tappan. 6s. 


6s, 6d. 
6s. 6d. 


HESPERIA. 
ARCANA OF NATURE. Two Vols. By Hudson 
Tuttle. 6s, per Vol. 


ARGANA OF SPIRITUALISM, by Hudson Tuttle. 


3s. 

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, by Hudson 
Tuttle. 2s. 6d. 

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of Songs for 
the use of Spiritualists, 1s. Paper, 6d. F ; 

DEMONOLOGY AND WITCHCRAFT, by Sir Walter 
Scott. 68. 

SIGNS BEFORE DEATH. A Record ot Strange 
Apparitions, Remarkable Dreams, ete, 3s. 6d. 

STORIES OF INFINITY: 1. LUMEN.—2. HISTORY 
OF A COMET.—s, AN INFINITY, by Camille Flammarion. 6s. 

LIFE LINE OF THE LONE ONE; OR, AUTO- 
BIOGRAPIY OF THE WORLD'S CHILD, by Warren Chase, 
4s. 6d, 

NATURES LAWS IN HUMAN LIFE. 
position of Spiritualism. 6s. 

VOICES FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, being Com- 
muniounons from many Spirits by the hand of Isaac Post. 
6s. Gd. 

THE GADERENE; OR, SPIRITS IN PRISON, by 
J. O. Barrett and J. AL Pecbles. 


An Ex- 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITS IN RELATION 
TO MATTER. By C. M. Burnett, M.D. 5s. 


THE DEMONIACS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
By Lugh Farmer, 1765. 2s. 6d. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, by Edwin Lee, M.D. Con- 
tains Records of Experiments relating to Mesmerism, Somnam- 
bulism, and Clairvoyance, and philosophical considerations cou- 
nected therewith. This work gained tne prize offered for com- 
petition by the Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts 
and Sciences. (Pub, at 7s, Gd.) 4s. 


Lately published, in two volumes, 8vo, cloth, price 28s. 


PHILOSOPHICAL TREATISE on the 

NATURE and CONSTITUTION of MAN. By GEORGE 

G. HARRIS, LL.D., F.S.A., Barrister-at-law, Vice-President of 

the Psychological Socicty, and of the Anthropological Institute 

and Author of “The Theory of tho Arts,” “Civilisation con- 
sidered as a Science,” &c, 

This work embraces a comprehensive and complete survey 
of the nature and constitution of man, physical, moral, and 
intellectual, exhibiting, moreover, the mutual connection and 
dependence of each branch. ‘Topics connected with tho 
spiritual being, and the leading opinions on this subject, 
including the nature, essence, properties, and mode of opera- 
tion of the soul; the alliance between matter and spirit; 
reason and instinct, their affinity and diversity, more espe- 
cially, are here discussed; and a new theory is propounded of 
our intellectual system, as also respecting the distribution, 
mode of action, Qiscipline, and cultivation of tho mental 
faculties. 

Eminent authorities on certain of the subjects here embraced, 
among them some distinguished writers on psychology, physio- 
Jogy and natural history, foreign as well as English, have been 
in correspondence with, and have been consulted by the 
author, by several of whom valuable notes, which will be read 
with-much interest, on various and important controverted 
points, have been contributed, 

“The writer who undertakes a work like this, requires at 
once a comprehensive intelloct, 2 widespread reading and 
experience, an unprejudiced mind, and almost superhuman 
industry. All these qualities appear to be combined in Mr, 
Harris.”— Westminster Review, 

“A treatise so ambitious and comprehensive in subject and 
scopo, demands great natural powers, immense research, 
patient meditation, and assimilation of the labours of otheis 
All these requisites Mr. Harris brings to his task. His work 
proves that a searching inquiry into man’s nature is alike 
independent of two extremes, the negation of Atheism, and 
theological intolerance, A perusal will lead every man of 
faith to inquire more, and every man of science to believe 
maore.—Hour. 

“This work is one of considerable value, and of deep interest. 
Indeed, it is somewhat difficult to lay it down when you have 
once become absorbed by its contents. We moreover venture 
to assert that it is impossible to read a single chaptor of the 
book without being struck with the vast array of authorities, 
ancient and modern, that havo been read or consulted, the 
wide and varied information sought or obtained, and the 
original thought displayed in dealing with its deeply interesting 
and abstruse objects of research."—/John Bull, 

“ Dr. Harris has evidently read the writings of both ancient 
and modern anthropologists and philosophers with care; and 
the work will always be valuable as indicative of deep re- 
search, and a sound, though diffuse, method of treating tho 
subject, Every quality and style of thought are represented 
by the gentlemen who have contributed to the notes, which 
range from the thoughs of Mr. Gladstone and Dr. Newman to 
those of Sir John Lubbock.”—Pubiic Opinion, 

“This is a most elaborate and learned production, and 
testifies on the part of its author his immense resoarch and 
groat ingenuity. It is, without the name, an Encyclopedia 
of man. Dr. Harris’s work is very valuable as a great collec. 
tion of facts, most of them thoroughly sifted by himself, and 
many of them having been subjected to the correction of 
acknowledged authorities."— Dundee Advertiser. 

“The present work is the first attempt of the kind; and Dr. 
Harris deserves praise for the origin and completion of his 
most laborious performance. In these frivolous days, such 
books and such authors are rare. Altogether, it is a produc- 
tion highly creditable to the intelligence and industry of the 
author, and one which no one interested in the subject on 
which he writes can read without profit."—Literary World. 

“We have probably quoted enough from this very thought- 
ful and suggestive work to induce the many members of the 
Institute who are interested in the psychological treatment of 
the question, to scek pleasure and imstruction in its pages. 
Added value is given to it by the interesting circumstance 
that the proof sheets of several portions were submitted to 
learned friends of the author—such as Sir John Lubbock, Dr. 
Richardson, Dr. Newman, and many others—and have been 
ones by their comments,"—Journal of the Anthropological 
nstitute. 


London: GEORGE BELL & Sons, York-street, Covent-garden. 


By Royal Letters Patent, 
“KRINE COSMETIC,” THE HAIR 


BEAUTIFIER, 
PROMOTES THE GROWTH OF THE HAIR, AND 
IMPARTS TO IT A HEALTHY BRILLIANCY; 

IT CLEANSES THE HEAD, AND 
RESTORES TO GREY HAIR ITS ORIGINAL COLOUR, 
It is a Preventive of Cold in the Heud, and affords a 
grateful relief to Headache. 

This Hair Wash will not soil the most delicate Lace or 
Cambric. It is entirely freo from lead and all ovher mineral 
and noxious ingredients, as may be proved by chemical 
analysis. 

The above fact renders THE “KRINE COSMETIO” an 
invaluable preparation for the Nursery as well as for the 
Toilet of the Adult, superseding the use of Pomade or any 
other emollient. 

Sold by Chemists and Perfumers at 3s. 6d. per Bottle, 
Wholesale and Retail by FIELD and Co., 21, Charing-cross, 
London, 8.W.; or of Mr. JOHN Rovsu, 80, George-street, 
Sloane-square, S.W. 


Published at 7s. 6d. Reduced to 4s, 
ESMERISM, ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 
and SOMNAMBULISM, with experiments and obser- 
vations, also illustrative instances of analogous phenomena, 
occurring spontaneously, aud an appendix of corroborative 


facts, by 

EDWIN LEE, M.D, 
Corresponding Member of the Medical Association of Prussia, 
tho Royal Academy of Mediciue of Belgium, the medical 
academies of Paris, Berlin, Munich, Brussels, Madrid, Turin, 
and Florence. 

The Milan Society for the Encouragement of Arts and 
Sciences, awarded the prize offered for competition to Dr, 
Lec for the abovo work on mesmerism and clairvoyance, 

It is recorded in the life of Dr. Arnold, of Rugby. that he 
said:—“I should like to hear something fresh about animal 
maguetism, which has always elicited my curiosity, What 
our fathers have done still leaves an enormous deal for us to 
do. The theory of life itself probably lies within our know- 
ledge, We perceive the connection of nerves with the opera- 
tions of mind, but we cannot understand a thinking, a seeing, 
or a hearing nerve. Here, andin many other points there is 
room for intinito discovery, to say nothing of the wonderful 
phenomena of animal magnetism, which only Englishmen, with 
their accustomed ignorance, are apt to laugh at, but which no 
one as yet has either thoroughly ascertained or explained, 

Published by Longmans at 7s. 6d. Redueed iu price to 4s, 
Inland Postage 4d. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 
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SPIRITUALISTS DEFENCE FUND. 


Dr. SLADE, a stranger, from the United States, on his 
journey to St. Petersburg, is, by an unfortunate sentence of a 
magistrato, under condemnation to imprisonment, and punish- 
ment appropriate to a criminal is meted out to him, This 
highly-gifted sensitive, the greatest medium of the day in 
England, is condemned to “hard labour,” and will, in January, 
1877, become the forced associate of criminals. Unless we 
adopt some effectual means, nothing can prevent this out- 
rageous calamity. 

The affair is not individual, but relates to all. The struggle 
raised before the nation is between Materialism and Spiritual- 
ism. A more important issue was never before us. Spiritual- 
ism demonstrates, through facts occurring around us, the 
existence of x futuro life; while Matcrialism would deprive 
humanity of the precious doctrine of immortality. 

When we reflect that the proceedings aimed at Dr. Slade 
axa really designed more as a blow to the sacred causo of 
Spiritualism than against him, shall Spiritualists stand by 
and accept the verdict without remonstrance? Will they, 
without appeal, suffer him, whom they consider innocent, to 
he imprisoned and punished as a felon without a struggle? 
Assuredly not. Conscienco being our witness, let us perform 
what we know to be right. 

The question is before us. According to the measure of 
support so will be the power of the Committee, and their 
ability for action, 

Donations will be thankfully received by the joint treasurers 
or by the secretary. 

The Executive Commitieo. . 
ALEXANDER CALDER, 1, Hereford- 
square, South Kensington, S.W, 
J. ENMORE JONES, Enmore-park, 


S.E. 
Honorary Treasurers. 4 Gyo, WYLD, M.D., 12, Great Cum- 
beriand-place, W. 
O, O, MASSEY, 
W. S. Mosus, M.A. 
Hon. SecmA.Joy, 69, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, W.O, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


The St, Petersburg Committee . 
Mr, G. C. Joad 
Miss Douglas ... 
“Nicodemus”... 
Mr. Alexander Calder 

„ J.N. T. Martheze .. 
Mr. Charles Blackburn.. 
Countess Caithness 
Mr, Martin Smith 
Thomas Grant. 


ts 
na 


Mr. W,Tebb ... > 10 
Miss H. a... : 10 


Mrs. Weldon . 


Sir C. Isham, Bart, 10 
Mr, A, Tod ... T 
» J. Bulteel. T 


“ Lady Jane Grey” 
BP Sea 
Mr. Hensleig! 
Mr. N. F. Dawe serere- 
Prince Emil von Wittgens 
Mr, A, JOY cresecserssoees 
Mr. J. Enmore Jones 
a 0.0. Massey ser.. 
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory 
» Douglas Bayley... 
Oscar von Hoffman . 
Dr, George Wyld . 
Mr. T. E. Partridge . 
Mrs. Hemmings., 
Mr. N. Kilburn, jun. 
Dr. S, T, Speer e . 
Mr, A. T. T. Peterson 


Hauna 
An American . 
Mra. Bird 
per, por W. P. Adshead . 
Newcastle, per H. N. Kersey. 
Mra. Straw bridge n..e.serrsree 


Profit on Sale of Photographs 
Mr. J. B. Stones se. 
Mr. H, Withall . 
Captain James . 
MLA. (Oxon). 
Mr. O., Pearson . 
Mr, W. P. Adshe. 
Mr, F, W, Percival. 
Mr. and Mrs. Orans 
Dr, J. Dixon.. 
Mrs. Lowe .. 
Mr, A, R. Wallace. 

>» J.C. Ferguson. 
“Disciple”... 
Mrs. Watkins .. 
Mr, J, H. Gledetanei 
Mr. J. O. Luxmoore . 
F. J. T. (collected) . 
Mr. Geo, Stones . 

» J.Mould .. 
Dr, Ke Cook... 
K, Gy sen 


Mrs, Maltby .... 
Mr, O. Ward . 
E. D. Rogers 
Morell Theobal 
William Theobald. 


„ James Brown . 
The Misses Withall . 
Dr. Bailie. .asssceeeee 
Anon, per C. C, Massey 
A.M, W., by Mr, J, Burns 
Mr, T. P. Barkas. 
Mrs. J. Y. Vernon . 
Major Menars 
Mr, Tucker .... 
Mrs. S. Parker. 
Misg Douglas Bayley . 
Mr. A. Smedley .... 
» F. Smedley. 
“D” {Clericus) . 
Dr. W.M. Bucha: 
Mr. St. George Stock 
C, Reimers .... 
a J. Walhouse, 
Serttator serrervee 
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THE SPIRITUALIST. 


Fer: 16, 1877. 


Spiritualists’ Defence Fund continued. 


By Mr. J. Burns— 
Q. Damiani ......... 100 
TL. wee 100 
“ Constantinople oo» 10 0 
Smaller sums ........ oen . $10 6 
Ditto, collected by Mr. J. Burns, 319 3 


FROM AMERICA, 


The following consists of amounts advertised as received by 
The Banner of Light newspaper, Boston, U.S., towards the “ Slade 
Defence Fund,” up to the 27th Jan. of which £370 12s. Gd. has 
already been remittod to England. 


Colby and Rich , dols. 


Boston.. i oe + 200,00 
Epes Sargent, x 50.00 
A. P. H. (@ Spirit) sess rssrsscio 25,00 
Mrs. Mary M, Hardy, Boston. 25,00 
Henry J. Horn, N. Y. City... © 5,00 
Jefferson Cuttor,-Medford, Mass. 3,00 
G. Sweet, N. Y. CitY.ssssesssserosses 2,00 
Isaac Gibbs, Springfleld, Mass. PESE 5,00 
Harvey Howes, North Bennington, Vt... 5,00 
John A, Day, Norfolk, Mass. soveeccenscee 2,00 
H. E. Parsons, Ashtabula, Q anesson. 100,00 
J, L. Donaldson, Boston, Mass. esuscacenesteoe 500 
W. H Be sesiis PAR TER EE 3,00 
Ohas. Levy, St. Louis, Mo.......essssorscsoccoocsisoa 2,00 
A. Fuller, Waltham, MaBS.sseesesoescosoncooseoceseo 2,00 
Emma Hardinge Britten, Boston... 10,00 
L. B, Wilson, Boston ...csccssereerrerees on 3,00 
F. A, Gould, Boston ssssesse stetereseerve L00 
G, H. Woodis, Worcester , 2,00 
Wm. Benson, Albany, N.Y. ... ee 100,00 
David Appleton, Lowell, BMass..........00+8 100,00 
Andrew Williams, Lawrence, Mass, 100,00 
James Codman, Worcester, Mass. 100,00 
Sarah Johnson, Worcester, Mass... 100,00 
Dr. Josiah Jordan, Springtield, Mass. wees 5,00 
Mrs. Louisa Andrews, Springfield, Mass....... 5,00 
E. Crowell, M.D., Brooklyn, N.Y. s 50,00 
©. M. Burrett, New Haven, Ot. 2,00 
Geo. Stacy, Montreal, P. Q... 2,00 
A. Burford, East Liverpool, O 2,00 
M. A. Giles ... 2,00 
O. Giles...... 2,00 
A Friend to the Cause.. 2,00. 
W. Y., Philadelphia, Pa 25,00 
Joseph Wescott, No. Castinc, Me. 2,00 
Geo. W, Smith, Boston, Mass.. 20,00 
J. DuBois, Everett, Pa............ 5,00 
Mrs. A. C. Whittemore, New Boston, Ct.. 3,00 
L. K. Joslin, Providence, R. I 3,00 
Jas. T. Walton, Terre Haute, » 10,00 
Chas. P, Perot, Philadelphia, Pa. 5,00 
A Friend, Spencer, Ma83.sssssesoe 2,00 
Henry Seyberts, Philadelphia, Pa. 25,00 
H.G. Wyte, Buffalo, N. Y. 2,00 
Joseph Kinsey... 5,00 
Mr. and Mrs. E, P, Tucke. 3,00 
Martin Hiscox, Providence, R. I. 2,00 
Henry Rennan, W. Meriden, Conn. 2,00 
Henry Gildemeister, Bunker Hill, 2,00 
“ A Liberal,” Greenville, Me. . 3,00 
A EB. MOorrill...cesccssseccsoesesseen, 2,00 
Jos. P. Hazard, Peacedale, R. I. 5,00 
Dr. G. B, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 3,00 
J. N.H., Peacedale, R. L . 25,00 
Joseph Beals, Greenfield, Mass. . 2,00 

Jas. Wilson, Bridgeport, Conn, 5,00 
F. R. Baker, Topeka, Kan. .... 5,00 
James Shackleton, Lawrence, Mass, 2,00 
F, Hinckley, Barnstable, Mass. . 5,00 
Warren S. Barlow, St. Johnsbury, 5,00 
Frederick Schroeder, Papineau, Il. 2,50 
Joseph Schroeder, ditto...sss. s. se... é 5,00 
Samue Robinson, Swansea, Mass. 2,00 
David A. Mundy, Rahway, N. J. 2,00 
“A Friend of the Banner” sses. 50,00 
J, W. Robins, M.D., Uxbridge, Mass. 2,00 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Roberts, Rush, N.Y. ... 2,00 
J.B. Angel, Red Bank, N. J. , teen: 5,00 
Lucy James, Danielsonville, Conn. 6,85 
Wm, A. Atkins, Provincetown, Mass. . 5,00 
Mrs. Chas, Baldwin, Fayville, Mass.. š 5,00 
J. Mayo, Waltham, Mass. ....... PEN 2,00 
A, M. Gaftield, ditto...cecccorscerees é 2,00 
Isaac and D. W. Wright, Harvard, Mass. 5 2,00 
Mrs, A. L. Pratt, New Haven, Conn. . oer 2,00 
Samuel Smart, Willoughby, Ohio... fe 2,00 
Joseph Dimmock, Stonington, Conn, 2,00 
Robert Kerr Elliott, Live Oak, Fla, 3,00 
Jag. Lawrence, ditto .. 8,00 


S. C. Moses, Mendota, 1 
B. L. Wade, Jefferson, Ohio.. 
0. R. Brooklyn, N. Y. ..... 

J. F. Hamilton, Berlin, Wis. 
E, Man, Litchtold, Mich...... 
E, Nickerson, Burton Harbour, Mich 
Calven Westover, Oxford, N. Y.. 
Friends, Charlotte, Mich, sesser... 
8. G. N. Millerton, N. Y. ....cessesseeses 
E. R. Whiting, New Haven, Conn. 
H. W. Ballard, Malone, N. Y. s.s... 
W., M. C., Philadelphia, Pa. ,..e.seserise : 5,00 


B. Ellis, Plymouth, Mass.......0 2,00 
8. H. Austin, Syracuse, N.Y. .. 2,00 
Jas. Thompson, Devonport, Ia, 2,00 
Levi P. Benjamin, Friendship, N.Y. 2,00 
Luther R. Ames, Worcester, Mass. . 2,00 
Ansel Edwards, New Orleans, La. . R 3,00 
Thomas B. Watford, Philadelphia, Pa. ......... 2,00 
J. La, Now Jersey ssososcsoecneseneccecssseecsesoeseeeoro 2,00 
Mrs. M. A. E, Green, W. Winfleld, N.Y. „ue 5,00 
Dr. J. S. Loucks, Potsdam, N.Y... eons 2,00 
Robert Rutherford, Rochester, N.Y. . ra 6,00 


From One who Hates Persecution 


J. D, Wheeler, Acton, Mass. .. 2,00 
Henry Miller, Sacramento, Cal 10,00 
M. A. Britton, Santa Rosa, Cal. 2,00 
Harvey Lyman, Springfield, Mass. 2,00 
James 8. Draper, Wayland.. 2,00 
Isaac Snow, Boston, Mass, ... 6,00 
C. N. Lyme, Philadelphia, Pa... 2,00 
Mrs. Lavelette ..... 5,00 
Sundry persons . 16,13 
L, Elliott, Live Oak, Fla. 2,50 
Joseph Willoughby, Manchester, N.H. . 2,00 
W. N. Choate, Jackson Mills, Mich. . 5,00 
E. J. Kempton, New Bedford, Mass.. 2,00 
Granville W. Lukens, Mt. Holly, N.J 2,00 
Mrs. Q. W. Keene, Lynn, Mass, ..... 5,00 
Charles Chittenden, Boston, Mass. . 8,00 
F. T. Houghton, San Francisco, Cal. . 2,00 
P. A. Cornell, Central Village, Coun. ..., 2,00 


Spiritualists Defence Fund continued. dols, 
Friends, New Britain, Conn. ssesessereeseereoerssoe 6,50 


Friend of Religious Freedom, Dalton, Pa. 2,00 
S. Morton, Winslow, N.J. . 2,00 
Lucius Bond, Dalton, N.H.. 2,00 
I. L, Sage, Frankfort, Ky. 3,50 
A.J. Kenney, Pana, Il. . 2,00 
Mary S. Doty and 8. B. Smith, Peru, N.Y, 5,00 
Geo. Watt, Augusta, Ill. . 2,00 
Eben Snow, Cambridge, Mas 2,50 
H, H. Ostrom, Alton, N.Y. . 2,00 
Mrs. Sarah Compton, Hyde-park, Pa. F 3,00 
A. A, Wheelock, in behalf of ‘The Progressive 
Society of Spiritualists ” of Utica, N.Y. ...... 80,00 
A Lady Friend, Salem, Mass......... 5,00 
Friend, Medfield, Mass... . 10,00 
J. J. Miller, Millerstown, Mo.. į 2,00 
“Heliotrope,” Petaluma, Cal, . x 5,00 
W. V. Thompson, Pleasantville, Pa. 2,00 
F. A. Grove, M.D., Kirksville, Mo. é 2,00 
E, Y. Johnson, Warren, R.I. ; 2,00 
J. Bisby, Hamilton, Ont. ..... y 5,00 
Jonathan Match, Easton, Me.. 7 2,00 
Hugh Jonos, Erie, Pa, cesses š 2,00 
Addison Kelley, Kelley's Island, Ohio sav 2,00 
Mrs, E. R. Huntington, Kelley’s Island, Ohio 2,00 
Hiram Frank, W. Bangor, N.Y... wae 2,00 
I, S. Carter, San Bernardino, Cal., . 2,50 
A Lady Friend, San Bernardino, Oal į 5,00 
5. A, Morse, Philadelphia, Pa.......... 2,00 
H. Anderman, New Philadelphia, Obi s 2,00 
Thos. Gales Forster, N.Y. City... » 25,00 
Walter Byron ..cccsessseseeseseseseees » 200 
Nathanicl Esty, E. Westmoreland, N. y 2,00 
J. A. Barnes, Olympia, W.T. v..eseees h 5,00 
Mrs. A. A. Tordtram, Brenham, Tex. www 2,00 
Chas, Livin gstan .....ceserseereeeee sa . 5,00 
Hannah Ketcham, Laur, Ill. . . 2,00 
Sylvester Higgins, Bellevue, Mich. . 2,00 
Jno. M. Kennedy, Philadelphia, Pa, , , 2,00 
M. Bamberger, Piedmont, W. Va.. 2,00 
Wm.S. Moore, Norwichville, Ont, $ 2,00 
Levi Walker, Belleville, O... » 200 
E. Foster, South Bend, Ind... 7,00 
Mrs. T. J. Skidmore, Fredonia, N.Y. . 20,00 
Friends, Waverly, N.Y. ..... 10,00 
M. D. E., Philadelphia, Pa. 5,00 
J. S. M, 7 ~ 5,00 
C. Wilson, Alameda, Cal. 10,00 
H. J. Tlowell, Corsicana, 5,00 
Mrs. H. W. H, Brooklyn ... 5,00 
Amos Fales, Carlton, N. B. 2,00 
John Bowen, Mobile, Ala. .. e.. 5,00 
The Spirits controlling the Mary Hollis Circle, 
St. Louis, Mo. cesses eve 30,00 
Jas. Bell, Oxley, Ont. ... 2,65 
John D. Powers, Woodstock, Vt. 2,00 
C. H. Faxon, Charlestown, N, Y. 2,00 
Little Dollie, Galveston, Tex....... 5,00 
Nelson Powell and Wife, Menden Centre, 5,00 
A Friend, Benecia, Cal....... 3,00 
E. C. Hart, Oberlin, Ohio 2,00 
A Stranger to L, ©....... 5,00 
No Name, Salem, Mass. 2,00 
Marcus R. Freeman, New Bedford, Mass 2,00 
Winslow J, Howard, Prescott, Arizona . 3,00 
Cyrus Peabody, Warren, R. L 5,00 
Jacob Peter, Jeffersonville, Ind. 2,35 
Daniel Gould, Davenport, Iowa 2,00 


H. J. C., Bloomsburg, Pa. 
Sums under two dols. (418 subs.) ..... 


. 200 
z= vessa 375,95 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT 
HOME. 


Inquirers into the phenomens of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present, Should no results be obtained 
on the first occasion, try again with other sitters. Ono or 
more persons possessing medial powers without knowing it 
are to be found in nearly every household. 

Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool 
rather than warm—let arrangements be made that nobody 
shall enter it, and that there shall be no interruption for one 
hour during the sitting of the circle. 

Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about 
the same number of cach sex. Sit round an uncovered 
wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in contact with 
its top surface. Whether the hands touch cach other or not 
is usually of no importance. Any table will do, just large 
enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The re- 
moval of a hand from the table for a few seconds docs no 
harm, but when one of tho sitters breaks the circle by leaving 
the table it sometimes, but not always, considerably dolays the 
manifestations. 

Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-pencils 
and some sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write 
down any communications that may be obtained. 

People who do not like each other should not sit in the same 
circle, for such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifes- 
tations, except with well-developod physical mediums; it is 
not yet known why. Belief or unbelief has no infiuence on 
the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is fre. 
quently found to be a weakening influence. 

Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
general conversation or in singing, and it is bost that neithor 
should be of a frivolous nature. 

The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a 
feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first 
manifestations will probably be table tiltings or raps. 

When motions of tho table or sounds are produced freely, to 
avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk to 
the table as to anintelligent being. ‘Let him tell the table that 
three tilts or raps mean “Yes,” one means “No,” and two 
mean “Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is ‘under- 
stood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I 
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to tho letter you want, and spell us out a mos- 
sage?” Should three signals be given, get to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of 
communication is established, 

Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in tho 
right order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some 
memebers of the circle will then be told to change seats with 
each other, and the signals will afterwards be strengthened. 
Next ask " Who is the medium?” When tho intolligence 
asserts itself to be related or known to anybody present, well- 
chosen questions should bo put to test tho accuracy of the 
statements, as the alleged spirits are found to exhibit all the 
virtues and all the failings of humanity, 


Printed for the Proprietor by Brvunipan & Co, at the 
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